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Assad confers with Lebanese leaders 

DAMASCUS (Amdocs) — Syrian Pkeadent Hafez Al Assad held talk* 
an Wednesday with Letenesc Muslim leaden on last month’s assassina- 
tion of Lebanese Prime Minister Rashid Karami, the official Syrian Arab 
News Agency (SANA) sad. The Lebanese side mdnricd acting Prime 
Minster Safes Al Hoes, ParfencDt Speaker Hussein Al Husseini, Druze 
leader WaKd Junbtat and NiwU. to-ari, ite ShTite Amal militia 
SANA sad dkcnssmiK covered <s * * ragawmarion of Mr. Karami, 

.which “has not yet beep duly bandied as an unusual political ai med 
- at uiKk ^wttngI . ehaftO P’s unity and carried out by pm-Isradi partitionist 

E " It said the meeting agreed that uncovering and p unishing the 
and masterminds of the crime “should have priority to all other 
issues, and any fbinre poCtica] moves will be conditional on them.” 
Lebanon's Syrian-backed Muslim leaden have htanwd the anti-Syrian 
- “Leban ese Forces" nutife for the assassination of Mr. Karen. and 
ac cu se d President Amin Gemayel erf blocking investigations into the 
murder. 
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Israel to return Druze land 

TEL AVTV (AP) — The Israeli government agreed on Wednes- 
day to return part of what has been converted into a nature 
reserve to Arab Druze farmers, ending a dispute that had 
prompted violent dashes. On Monday. 31 people were wounded 
when police tried to remove a tent camp set up in the reserve by 
Druze villagers to underline their claim to their ancestral land. 
Druze leaders met Wednesday with cabinet members, including 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, to work out a compromise, said a 
foreign ministry official who spoke on condition of anonymity. 
Under the tentative agreement, the agriculture ministry will issue 
a regulation allowing people from the Dnize village of Beil Jann 
to farm 1.200 hectares of the reserve near Mount Meron. At a 
later time, the government will introduce a law in parliament to 
transfer the 3,000 acres from the nature reserve authority to the 
villagers, said the foreign ministry official. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Upper 
:: House of Parliament (Senate) 
. holds a session today under the 

ATLaw^^be wffl be 

- attended by Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai and Cabinet members. Dur- 
ing the session the Senate will 
refer eight draft laws to special- 
ised committees for debate and 
approval. 

Lod bomb defused 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Police safely 
dismantled an explosive found at 
a main bus depot near Tel Aviv 
Wednesday during morning rush 
hour, the Itim news agency re- 
ported. The bomb was in a plastic 
bag beneath a bench at a station 
in the town of Lod, just outside 
Tel Aviv, the report said. 

Von Weizsaecker 
invites Waldheim to 
visit W. Germany 

VIENNA (R) — President 
Richard von Weizsaecker has in- 
vited Austrian President Kurt 
Waldheim to visit West Ger- 
many, Foreign Minister Alois 
Mock said Wednesday. Mr. Von 
Weizsaecker proposed a “neigh- 
bourly meeting,” according to 
Mr. Mock. Though such an un- 
official meeting would not rank as 
a state visit, me invitation is the 
first extended to Dr. Waldheim 
by a Western bead of state to 
have been made public. News of 
the invitation came when Mr. 
Mock was answering journalists’ 
questions after talks with Soviet 
Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov, 
who on Wednesday began a four- 
day visit to Austria. 

IXS. bars Marcos.: 
fhm leaving •*-* 

WASHINGTON (R)-TTie Un- 
ited States Wednesday 
anno unced it had barred former 
Philippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos from leaving his exile in 
Hawaii because of concerns he 
was trying to destabilise die gov- 
ernment m Manila. State Depart- 
ment spokesman Charles Red- 
man said U.S. laws give the Im- 
migration and Naturalisation Ser- 
vice authority to bar an alien 
from departing from the United 
States. “Such an order has been 
issued for Mr. Marcos.” he told 
reporters. 

4 kidnapped in Sudan 

NAIROBI (R) — Gunmen 
churning to be members of the 
.rebel Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA) abducted three 
Atnerican teachers and a British 
nmse from their homes in south- 
ern Sudan on Tuesday, then- 
office said Wednesday. Daniel 
\Ktnis, executive director of the 
American Association of Christ- 
ian Resource Organisations Serv- 
ing Sudan (ACROSS) named the 
Americans as Steven Arthur 
Anderson, Katy Taylor and Mark; 
Nikkei and the Briton as Heather 
Sinclair. Brtrus told Reuters the 
gunmen broke into their homes at 
12.30 &.m. and took them away at 
2.00 a.m. in the company of some 
Sudanese whom they later re- 
leased. Anderson 31, Taylor, 32,. 
and Sinclair 29,were wonting for 
ACROSS, Anderson and Taylor 
.as teachers at the Bishop Gwyne 
College in Mundri, about 100 
kilometres north of the regional 
capital Juba, and Sinclair as a 
nurse in an ACROSS primary 
health care programme, Bitrus 
added. Nikkei is an Anglican also 
teaching at Gwyne College but 
hot under ACROSS auspices, he 
. said. The ACROSS personnel had 
received no prior threats or warn- 
ings aod the abduction came as a 
surprise, he added. 
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Sixth Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts begins 



Their Majesties King 
attend the 


and Queen Noor 
on Wednesday at the 


Sixth Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts (Petra 
photo) 


By N^jwa Najjar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

JERASH — The ancient ruins of 
this 4,500-year-old city came alive 
and reverberated to tantalising 
music from Arab and Western 
instruments as die flame of the 
Sixth Jerash Festival of Culture 
'and Arts was lit on Wednesday, 

marking the be ginnin g of a three- 
week extravaganza. 

Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor, along with 
members of the royal family and 
senior officials including the 
prime minister and Cabinet 
ministers, attended the festive 
occasion against the greying 


background of the setting sum- 
mer sun. 

Seventeen countries from far 
and near, from China to the U.S. 
and Britain to Syria, are partici- 
pating in this year's Jerash Festiv- 
al,- offering a large choice of Arab 
and Western mnsic, dances, 
plays, acrobatics, and literature. 
A multitude of Jordanian folklore 
troupes, from the various regions 
of the Kingdom, crown the list of 
participants. 

Four local Jordanian groups 
from Fuhais, Ramtha, Mafraq 
and a Circassian group performed 
during the opening ceremonies. 
They were followed by a short 
interlude of music by nine Amer- 
icans, members of the “Young 


Jordan appeals for international 
action to stop Israel’s water plan 


Strings in Action” group, accom- 
panied by 45 Jordanian musicians 
from the National Music Con- 
servatory. 

As the Jordanian Armed 
Forces Band played bagpipe and 
drum music. Her Majesty the- 
Queen walked down the col- 
onnaded walkway to open various 
exhibitions. In a circle dividing 
the walkway, Jordanian and 
Palestinian handicrafts of brass 
and silver glittered and glim- 
mered under the floodlights. 
Small makeshift booths offered 
passersby souvenirs made of olive 
wood. 

. One highlight was a woman in 
a booth busily weaving woollen 
rugs on the traditional Arab 


loom. She said the rugs she made 
were for sale at one of the booths 
at the festival. 

Further down the colonnaded 
walkway, Yarmouk University 
srudents entertained spectators 
with their singing. 

In a traditional Arab-style tent 
sat a group of youngsters sipping 
Arabic coffee and sharing a song 
as the aroma of shawarma and 
filafei filled the air. further au- 
thenticating the reputation of the 
Arab nature and background of 
the Jerash Festival, an annual 
event since 19S1. 

Or Wednesday, the London 
City Ballet performed the 

(Continued on page 3) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan on 
Wednesday appealed to interna- 
tional forums and organisations 
to intervene and stop Israel from 

im plemen ting a plan tO pimp 
water from the occupied West 
Bank. 

The appeal was issued by 
Occupied Territories Affairs 
Minister Marwan Dudin. In a 
statement carried by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Mr. Dudin 
pointed out that the Israeli plan 
was a flagrant violation of inter- 
national conventions' and U.N. 
resolutions. The government is in 
contact with -the U.N. and other 
in ^afinnai organisations over 
die Israeli scheme, the miimawr 
said. 

Under the Israeli plan, abont 
2&4nifiion cubic-metres of water 
wifi be pumped every year from 
an area southeast of tire occupied 


West Bank town of Bethlehem. 
.Most of the water so pumped will 
be used* to cater Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank. The 
Israeli defence ministry has 
approved the plan, which West 
Bank mayors have said will dep- 
rive the Palestinian towns and 
villages around Bethlehem and 
the city itself erf water. 

Jordan has instructed its 
permanent representative at the 
U.N. to lodge a protest over the 
scheme with the world body 
saying the Kingdom reserved the. 
right to call-fora Security Council 
meeting to A'mkc the issue. 

Mir. Dudifl said Wednesday 
that ance 1967 Israel had been 
seizing water resources in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and imposing- restrictions 
preventing Arabs from exploiting 
their water resources for agri- 


cultural and drinking purposes. 
At the same time, Israel con- 
tinned to explore for and supply 
water to Jewish settlements in tire 
occupied territories, Mr. Dadm 
said pointing out that tire settle- 
ments’ consumption of water was 
double of that of the entire West 
"Bank. 

These Israeli measures are part 
of tire Jewish state’s schemes 
aimed at Judaismg the occupied 
territories and evicting their 
legitimate owners by confiscating 
their land and bonding new set- 
tlements, tire minister said. 

The minister noted that 
although 720 water wells had 
been drilled before Israel’s 
occupation of tire West Bank in 
1967, most Arab towns and vil- 
lages in the now-occupied terri- 
tory suffer from a relatively 
permanent shortage of water dur- 


ing s umm er as a result of arbit- 
rary Israeli actions. The Israeli 
authorities have demolished 140 
water pumps used by Arab far- 
mers in the West Bank for irriga- 
tion purposes, the minister said. 

Furthermore, he said, the 
occupation authorities have also 
destroyed irrigation canals and 
sealed off large areas of agricultu- 
ral lands in the Jordan Valley and 
also Mocked many irrigation pro- 
jects in Nablus, RamaHah, Beit 
Sahour, Bethlehem, Hebron and 
Beit Jala in addition to drilling 
deep wells near Arab water re- 
sources and thus drying Arab 
wells. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
Mr. Dudin said, 39 percent of the 
inhabitants on the refugee camps 
there and II per cent of the 
houses in Gaza City do not have 
water supply. 


Court acquits Ammariu and 5 others in 
Sati case but prosecutor wants to appeal 


ANKARA (Agencies) — A state 
security court has acquitted six 
defendants, four of them accuse d 
members of the Abu Nidal orgar 
nisation, in the 1985 murder of a 
Jordanian diplomat, tire semi- 
official Antona news agency re- 
ported. 

Six Palestinians, a Jordanian 
embassy clerk and a Turk were 
accused in connection with the 
July 1985 murder of Jordanian 
Embassy First Secretary Ziad 
Sati. Two Palestinians, the 
alleged gunman, Abdul Salam Al 
Haj, and the driver of the get- 
away car, Hilmi Monssa, remain 
at large and were tried in absen- 
tia. The Jordanian embassy deck, 
Adnan Mo.ns a Suleiman 
Anrmarin, was accused of Mot- 
ting the murder. He would have 
faced tiie death penalty if con- 
victed. In a separate case, Mr. 
Ammariu was sentenced to 15 
m prison for spying for 
the agency 


Three Palestinians, Bassem Al 
I Ahmad, Naif Al Nadi and Sami 
Washah, also would have faced 
the death penalty if convicted on 
charges of premeditated murder. 

Another Palestinian, Nader 
Haboush, and the Turk, AM 
Kent, were also acquitted on 
charges of bring accessories to 
the killing . 

The defendants, who had been 
under arrest, denied the charges. 

Prosecutor Ulku Coskun 
alleged in his indictment the four 
Pales tinians were members of tire 
Abu Nidal group. 

Mr. Ammarin sat impassive in 
court as the four students 
embraced each other and cheered 
when the acquittal was 

The four were released 
Wednesday but may not leave 
Turkey and Mr. Ammariu, Mr. 
Kent and Mr. Ramadan remain 
detained on other charges. 


However, the chief prosecutor 
in the case said Wednesday he 
would appeal following the ac- 
quittal of the defendants. 

Nnsret Demiral, chief prosecu- 
tor at the state security court, told 
Reuters his move would be based 
on their confessions in pre-trial 
testimony and evidence linking 
them to the murder weapon. 

The decision is expected to 
m rem a retrial for the defendants. 

The case, and a series of others 
with overlapping accusations, has 
been the subject of controversy 
because of conflicting, and some- 
thing thin, evidence and charges 
by the accused that they were 
tortured into confessing. 

The security court originally 
dropped Mr. Ammarin fro m the 
Sati case on grounds of immunity 
but later reversed the decision. 
Jordan has repeatedly protested 
to Turkey that it has no right to 
try Mr. Ammarin. 


New group claims holding 2 
W. Germans in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The kid- 
nappers of two West Germans on 
Wednesday made the first public 
dahn to holding them and said 
Syria and West Germany held the 
key to their release. 

The group, in a statement sent 
to a Beirut newspaper, said it 
wanted to swap a videotape of 
one of the two hostages for a 
videotape of Mohammad Ah 
Hamadei, jailed in West Ger- 
many on air piracy and murder 
charges. 

West Germans Rudolf Contes, 
55, and Alfred Schmidt, 47, were 
seized in west Beirut in January, 
shortly after Mr. Hamadei’s 
arrest in Frankfort. 

“We stresi the solution of this 
is linked to an active role by 
Syria and includes an. apology by 


German officials,” said tire State- 
ment, signed by “The Freedom 
Stragglers.” 

The statement was accompa- 
nied by a photocopy of Mr. 
Contes’ passport. 

It did not say whether the 
videotape would show Mr. 
Contes, or the other West Ger- 
man held in Lebanon, Alfred 
Schmidt. 

The 30-line statement was deli- 
vered to the west Beirut office of 
the independent newspaper An 
Nahar. 

“We shall present to the Ger- 
man people and the families of 
the hostages a videotape showing 
one of the hostages in retnni for a 
videotape showing holy fighter 
Mohammad Hamadei,” the state- 
ment said. 


3 reportedly killed in 
HizboUah-SLA battle 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Two re- 
sistance fighters and an Israeli- 
backed militiaman were killed on 
Wednesday in gunhatties inside 
Israel’s setf-dedared “security 
zone” in southern Lebanon, re- 
ports from Tel Aviv said. 

' The clash took place northwest 
vt 1 Aishiyeb, some 16 kilo metre s 
from the Israeli border, according 
, the reports. 

Another militiaman from the 


to 


pro-IsraeH South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) was wounded in tire dash 
with fighters of tire Iranian-back- 
ed HizboDah (Party of God), 
sources quoted by Reuter said. 

Israel claimed its troops killed 
at least seven resisfasce fighters 
on Monday in 16 hours of fierce 
eunbattles north of tire “security 
“ near tire village erf Yater, 


zone’ 


southeast of Tyre. 


Mubarak, 
Peres meet 
today in 
Geneva 

GENEVA (Agencies) — Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
arrived Wednesday in Geneva 
where he was to address a North- 
South development conference 
and meet separately with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres.. 

Mr. Mubarak did not make a' 
formal arrival statement. In 
answer to one reporter’s shouted 
question, he confirmed that he 
would meet Mr. Peres, but de- 
clined to say when. 

In a private interview with 
Egyptian Television, Mr. Mubar- 
ak said his country would want 
any international Middle East 
peace conference to be held in 
Geneva, according to Egyptian 
government information official 
Namdoub Al Beltagui, who 
accompanied Mr. Mubarak. 

Mr. Mubarak, who arrived 
hoe from Belgrade, Yugoslavia, 
was formally in Geneva to 
address the U.N. Conference on 
Trade and Development, the 
world’s primary North-South 
negotiating forum, on Friday. 
The conference opens Thursday. 

Mr, Peres and Mr. Mubarak 
last met in Cairo in February and 

(Coattanrd on page 3) 


Arab-Jewish 
group urges 
Middle East 
conference 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — A 
group of prominent American 
•Arab and Jews emerged Tuesday 
from five years of unpubhdsed 
discussions to call for an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 
Middle East. 

The executives, lawyers and 
academicians had “tried to exert 
what influence we could” behind 
the scenes, said lawyer Howard 
Squadron, former head of the 
Conference of Presidents of Ma- 
jor American Jewish Organisa- 
tions. 

Mr. Squadron said develop- 
ments — including Israeli talks 
with Soviet officials, evidence of 
a Palestinian interest in peace 
talks, and movement in that 
direction by Jordan — led the ad 
hoc group to go public. 

“I think the window of oppor- 
tunity is a narrow one. It is 
dosing,” said former Secretary of 
State Cyras Vance, the only 
member of the group who is not 
of Jewish or Arab descent 

The group also supported what 
retired businessman Albert 
Tahmonsb called a “mini- 
Marshall plan” for die West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, inviting the Un- 
ited States, Japan and Western 
Europe to join in economic de- 
velopment programmes. 

The group, which indudes Na- 
ieeb Halaby, the father of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and Reagan 
administration trouble-shooter 
Philip Habib, is known as the 
Businessman’s Group for Middle 
East Peace and Development. 

Mr. Vance said the group has 
for five years worked behind the 
scenes to promote economic 
growth and peace in the Middle 
East 

Mr. Vanes said the group is in 
favour of U.S. -funding of econo- 
mic development programmes in 
the Israeli -occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and in favour of 
renewed American efforts to 
promote peace talks. 

Their proposals are being for- 
warded to U.S. Secretary ofStare 
George Shultz. 

Mr. Vance said the group was 
unique because it is made of 
American businessmen and 
women of both Arab and Jewish 
heritage. 

He emphasised the group does 
not propose solutions for any of 
the disputed issues in the Middle 
East. 


Crown Prince opens Islamic panel 
on water resources management 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
said on Wednesday that joint 
Islamic work, especially in the 
field of infor mati on gathering, 
was one of tire most important 
objectives Jordan sought to 
achieve, and the goal was vital for 
the Islamic World’s development. 

In his speech to the constituent 
assembly meeting of the Inter- 
fclami c Network on Water Re- 
sources Development and Man- 
agement, which is attached to the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC), Prince Hassan said 
the exchange of information, par- 
ticularly in the fields of .natural 
resources, science and technolo- 
gy, has remained very limited. 

However, he added, there have 
been contacts with officials con- 
cerned in the Muslim countries to 
promote and encourage such ex- 
change of information. The 
Grown Prince’s speech was read 
out by Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hisham Al 
Khatib. 

Addressing participants in the 
two-day meeting which started 
here on Wednesday, Prince Has- 
san said that a standing commit- 
tee for science and technology, 
set up in 1983 and also attached 
to the QIC, has been working to 



promote Islamic cooperation in 
the fields of natural resources, 
science and technology. 

Prince Hassan also said that 
holding this meeting in Amman 
and selecting Jordan as a head- 
quarter for foe Islamic centre on 
management of water resources 
allows Jordan to use its experi- 
ence which it has acquired over 
the years. 

The Crown Prince said thflt, in 
addition to the water resources 
network, a new Islamic informa- 
tion centre has been established 
in Amman to collect and dissemi- 
nate information on commerce, 
finance, science, and technology. 
The information centre will coor- 


dinate the information gathered 
by Arabsar. a satellite funded by 
Arab countries. 

The idea for such a central 
information gathering centre was 
first broached at the 10th annual 
meeting ot the Islamic Develop- 
ment Bank's (DDB) board of gov- 
ernors held in Amman last year. 

The Crown Prince expressed 
his satisfaction at the imple- 
mentation of the Inter-Islamic 
Network on Water Resources 
Development and Management, 
and voiced confidence that the 
water resources centre, which will 
also be based in Amman, would 
coordinate directly with the Isla- 
mic information centre. 

Addressing the meeting. Presi- 
dent of the Water Authority of 
Jordan (WAJ) Mohammad Saleh 
Keilani welcomed participants 
and described the Islamic water 
network as the outcome of the 
fruitful efforts of Prince Hassan 
and other dedicated people in the 
Muslim world. 

The conferees will discuss the 
structure and financing of water 
networks, in addition to studies 
on ground water resources. 

Taking part in the meeting are 
representatives of Egypt, Niger- 
ia, Morocco. Pakistan, Tunisia, 
Qatar. Mali and Jordan. 


JVA and WAJ presidents resign 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Hie Cabinet 
on Wednesday accepted the res- 
ignations of Jordan Valley Au- 
thority (JVA) President Munther 
Haddadin and Water Authority 
of Jordan (WAJ) President 
Mohammad Keilani, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

Petra did not give any details, 
but the Associated Press quoted 
Dr. Haddadin as saying the res- 
ignations were “just a matter of 
reorganisation in the administra- 
tion.” 

AP said Dr. Haddadin noted 
that a recent administrative study 
bad recommended the creation of 
a mnnstry of irrigation and water 
tt mify water resources manage- 
ment. 



Mouther Haddadin 


Mohammad Keilani 


North: Israelis initiated and Casey and 
Poindexter approved funds diversion 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Fired White House aide Oliver 
North said Wednesday that he 
believed Israel’s intelligence ser- 
vices had initiated the idea of 
diverting profits from Iranian 
arms sales to Nicaraguan rebels. 

Lieutenant-Colonel North also 
told the Joint House of Repre- 
sentatives and Senate hearings on 
the Iran-contra scandal that for- 
mer Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) Director william Casey 
and former National Security 
Adviser Vice-Admiral John 
Poindexter also approved the 
plan. 

Col. North denied that Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan said be did 
not want to know — officially — 
that money from covert arms 
sales to Iran was being funnelled 
to the contras. 

“I don't recall the conversation 
that way,” Col. North said in 
reply to questions abont a Nov. 
25 phone call from Mr. Reagan, 
who had just fired him from the 
National Security Council (NSC) 
staff. 

Testifying on the second day of 
his appearance before the Iran- 
contra committee. Col. North 
said the idea of diverting funds 
to the contras was first proposed 
to h™ by Iranian middleman 
Manucher Gborbanifar in late 


January 1986. 

*‘I had been told by the Central 
Intelligence Agency, by Director 
Casey himself and by others in 
the CIA, that they believed Mr. 
Ghorbamfar to be an Israeli in- 
telligence agent,” Col. North 
said. 

The marine officer said he met 
with Mr. Gborbanifar — either in 
London or Frankfurt — in the 
presence of Amiram Nir, adviser 
to then-Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres. 

Col. North recounted that Mr. 
Gborbanifar and Mr. Nir were 
seeking to persuade the United 
States to continue selling arms to 
Iran in order to win the release 
of American hostages held in 
Lebanon and gain access to 
“pragmatists” in the Iranian lead- 
ership. 

Col. North said he was reluc- 
tant to proceed with die project, 
which was begun with three 
Israeli arms shipments to Iran in 
1985, because he did not believe 
the sales would achieve the de- 
sired objectives. Instead, Col. 
North said, he was seeking a 
high-level meeting with Iranian 
government officials. 

Col. North said Mr. Ghorbani- 
far, who was making thousands of 
dollars as a middleman in the 
deal, took him into the bathroom 


and offered him several incen- 
tives for continuing the deal. 

“The most attractive incen- 
tive,” Col. North said, was to 
divert profits from the Iran sales 
to the contras. Mr. Gborbanifar 
knew from press reports of Col. 
North's commitment to the con- 
tra cause, Col. North said. 

Mr. Gborbanifar made his 
proposal “point blank, and be 
made it, by my understanding, 
with the full knowledge and ac- 
quiesence and support, if not the 
original idea, of the Israeli intelli- 
gence services, if not the Israeli 
government,” CoJ. North said. 

Israel has strenuously denied 
past suggestions that Mr. Nir or 
other Israelis initiated the diver- 
sion idea. 

On the involvement of Adm. 
Poindexter and Mr. Casey, who 
died in May, Col. North said: 
“The decision was made that 
residuals from those transactions 
(Iran arms sales) would be ap- 
plied to support the Nicaraguan 
resistance with the authority that 
I got from Admiral Poindexter 
with the concurrence of William 
J. Casey.” 

Congressional legislators have 
long suspected that Mr. Casey, 
who died from a brain tumour, 

{Continued on page 3) 
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WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. officials say President 
3er.^£Ei Ss unlikely to withdraw U.S. navy ships from- 
■;he Gsaf or give up his pian to protect Kuwait! oil 
^sifters despste fresh pressure from Congress and 


A statement by Defence De- 
r-, Timer, r spokesman Bob Sims to 
importers Tuesday appeared to 
.-eject 3n offer by Moscow to 
withdraw Soviet naval forces 
from the troubled waterway if the 
United States. 3ritain and France 
did 53 first. 

•It has been our policy to 
ma : ntoin a Middle East force in 
the Gulf to show American in- 
terest in the region and protect 
. lii'.encan interests.” Sims told 
reporters. “! don’t know of any 
reason to change that policy.” 

He said U.S. warships had 
r^sen in the Gulf for 40 years. “I 
don't think our reaction will be 
any different than it has been in 
the past” to Soviet calk for with- 
drawal. 

Later, a State Department offi- 
cial said there would be no 
change in U.S. plans to protect 
Kuwaiti rankers, rejecting a con- 
gressman's assertion that Kuwait 
nad suddenly changed the prog- 
ramme in a way that might re- 
quire despatch of more U.S. 
warships to the Gulf. 

Representative Les Aspin, 
chairman of the House Armed 
Ser. ices Committee, said after an 
inspection trip to Kuwait that that 
country now plans to have six or 
more tankers shuule its oil to a 
point outside the Gulf for other 
ships to pick up. 


As a result, the Wisconsin 
Democrat said at a news confer- 
ence, U.S. warships will have to 
protect up to 100 per cent of 
Kuwaiti oil as it is shuttled out of 
the Gulf rather than the 35 per 
cent carried by the 11 Kuwaiti 
tankers Mr. Reagan agreed to 
protect. 

But the State Department offi- 
cial, who did not want to be 
identified, told Reuters, “We’ve 
heard what he said but we don’t- 
have the same problem with the 
□umbers.” 

The United States is building 
its naval task force in the Gulf 
from seven to 10 ships and a 
congressional study released 
Tuesday criticised Mr. Reagan's 
plan for the ships to protect 11 
Kuwaiti tankers from Iranian 
attack in the Iran-Iraq war. 

Instead, the study urged Mr. 
Reagan to press for a U.N. 
peace-keeping force in the trou- 
bled area. 

Iran hit three ships associated 
with Kuwait in the last week of 
June and its chief war spokesman 
said in a speech reported Tuesday 
that the United States would face 
humiliation if it went ahead with 
plans this month to reflag and 
protect Kuwaiti tankers. 

Ali Akbar Hashetni Rafsan- 
jani. speaker of the Iranian par- 
liament. said the flag change was 


a major mistake by Mr. Reagan. 

If Washington went ahead and 
if the ships continued to be 
attacked, the Iranian News Agen- 
cy LRNA reported Mr. Rafean- 
jani as saying on Monday', it 
would result in h umili ation for 
the United States. 

The tanker study by the con- 
gressional arms control and fore- 
ign policy caucus said a U.N. 
force in the Gulf would better 
help Washington achieve a key 
goal — minimising the Soviet 
presence in the strategic 
waterway. 

The operation to put the 
American flag on the Kuwaiti 
ships and have U.S. forces pro- 
tect them — expected to begin by 
mid-July — has been met with 
strong opposition by U.S. legisla- 
tors who fear the United States 
could be dragged into the nearly 
seven-year Iran-Iraq war. 

“Instead of seizing a unique 
opportunity for creative diploma- 
cy and multilateral cooperation, 
the administration is demonstrat- 
ing its clear preference for the 
role of regional sheriff,” Senator 
Mark Hatfield, an Oregon Re- 
publican who heads the caucus, 
said in a statement attached to 
the study. 

Meanwhile a Kuwaiti super- 
tanker was anchored near the 
mouth of the Gulf Wednesday, 
awaiting the go-ahead to shuttle- 
crude oil under the U.S. flag in 
the dangerous waterway, Gulf 
shipping sources said. 

U.S. Coast Guard officials 
were inspecting the 401382-ton- 
ne AJ Rekkah off Fujairah just 
outside the Strait of Hormuz. 


MaMS to Mse Iran links for peace moves 


KUWAIT (AP* — Sudanese 
Prime Minister Sadeq A1 Mahdi 
has pledged to. make use of his 
links with Iran to help bring 
about an end to the Gulf war. 

However, Mr. Mahdi also 
strongly supported Kuwait's 
chartering of Soviet-Gag tankers 
and its endeavours to put its 
tankers under the U.S. flag. 

“Sudan rejects the Iran-Iraq 
war, its continuation and. expan- 
sion a> it rejects threats "against 
any Arab party in the Gulf." Mr. 
Mahdi told a press conference on 
the second day of his visit to this 
Gulf Arab state. 


“Sudan will continue to exploit 
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its links in the quest of bringing 
an end to the war," he said. “We 
will do our utmost toward this 
end until we reach the point of 
despair.” 

Mr. Mahdi, who has long- 
standing friends in the govern- 
ment of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini in Iran, said that he 
achieved “positive results” in a 
mediation bid he launched last 
year by visiting both Tehran and 
Baghdad. 

“But regrettably the attempt 
was aborted.” he added, without 
elaborating. 

“Our attempts will continue 
not as mediators but as Muslims 


keen on halting the shedding of 
Muslim blood and preventing the 
expansion of the conflict.” 

Mr. Mahdi travelled to Kuwait 
from Iraq, where he was quoted 
Tuesday as expressing regret over 
continuation of the Gulf war. 

“As an Arab and Muslim I 
have a special interest to see it 
halted.” he was quoted as saying 
by the Baghdad newspaper A1 
Joumhuriya. 

In Kowait, Mr. Mahdi sup- 
ported Kuwait's move to protect 
its .shipping against Iranian 
attacks by reflagging 11 tankers in 
the United States and chartering 
three from the Soviet Union. 


World 
Court makes 
largest 
award ever 
to U.S. firm 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The Iran- U.S. claims 
tribunal has awarded $115 million 
— its largest award yet — to an 
American oil-drilling firm that 
had sued the Iranian government 
for expropriation of its drilling 
rigs. 

The tribunal awarded $68.5 
milli on plus interest to the Hous- 
ton, Texas-based Sedco, Inc., 
which had sued the Iranian gov- 
ernment and the government- 
owned National Iranian Oil Com- 
pany (NIOC) for financial dam- 
ages resulting from expropriation 
of its oil rigs and warehouse stock 
during and after the 1979 Iranian 
revolution. 

Sedco has since merged into' 
the French-owned Schlumberger 
Technology Corp. 

Interest due on the award, dat- 
ing from varying expropriation 
dates in 1979-81, is estimated at 
$46-47 million, according to an 
American source at the tribunal 
who spoke in exchange for 
anonymity. 

Iranian arbitrator Parviz 
Ansari, one of three arbitrators in 
the case, refused to sign the 
award, claiming it was biased in 
favour of the United States. 


Soviet plane 
lands in Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — A Soviet 
plane carrying 10 to 15 military 
men landed at Zabol airport on 
Iran's eastern border with Afgha- 
nistan, Iranian news media re- 
ported Wednesday. 

The official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said Ira- 
nian officials were investigating 
the incident, which took place 
Tuesday. 

The agency identified the plane 
as Soviet ana provided the num- 
bers of military men aboard, but 
gave no further details. 

State-run Tehran Radio said 
earlier that “an unidentified 
plane with a number of armed 
occupants and ammunition land- 
ed at Zabol airport yesterday.” 

Neither the raaio nor the agen- 
cy gave the type of plane. 

The government of Ayatollah 
Ruhollab Khomeini supports 
Afghan guerrillas. 


Washington complains to 
treatment of visiting Arab 


TEL AVIV (R) — The United 
States has complained to Israel 
about the treatment of Amer- 
icans of Arab origin arriving to 
visit relatives in the occupied 
West Bank, diplomatic sources 
said Wednesday. 

The complaint was made for 
■the second year running after 
several dozen Pal estinian- Am er- 
icans reported harassment by 
Israeli officials at Lod airport, the 
sources said. 

The travellers reported their 
U.S. passports were held and 
they were required to post bonds 
of several thousand dollars to 
guarantee they did not overstay, 
the sources said. 


The U.S. embassy declined to 
confirm the reports but an Amer- 
ican diplomat said: “We are con- 
cerned on a world-wide basis 
about equality in treatment for 
U.S. citizens and the Israeli gov- 
ernment is aware of our posi- 
tion." 

Israeli officials said the United 
States was in contact with Israel 
on the subject but no official 
protest had been received. 

During a similar controversy 
last summer, Israeli officials said 
special measures were needed be- 
cause many Palestinians who emi- 
grated to the United States and 
had taken U.S. citizenship were 
returning on tourist visas and. 
.remaining without valid docu- 


mentation. 

Local Palestinian leaders have 
expressed outrage at the Israel: 
action. They say Israeli author- 
ities have no right to ban Palesti- 
nians from occupied Arab terri- 
tories where they were bom while 
at the same time encouraging 
foreign-born Jews to settle there! 

U.S. authorities believe about 
7,000 Americans of Arab origin 
Teside on the West Bank. No 
figure is available for those with 
Israeli-issued residence permits. 

The president of the U.S.- 
based Arab- American Anti-Dis- 
crimination Committee, Abdeen 
Jabara, is visiting the area to 
investigate complaints by Arab- 
Americans. 


P -nL . 
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Hungary wants low-level ties with Israel 


VIENNA (R) — Hungary " aims 
to establish partial diplomatic 
links with Israel along the lines of 
low-level ties already existing be- 
tween Israel and Poland, a senior 
official Hungarian source said 
Wednesday. 

Bnt the Foreign Ministry in 
Budapest declined comment on 
an Israel state radio report that a 
senior Israeli official had 
travelled to Vienna for talks with 
Hungarian envoys on resuming di- 
plomatic ties, cot daring the 1967 
Middle East war. 

The Israeli Foreign Ministry 


Tuesday confirmed that its depu- 
ty Director-General Yesbayahn 
Anug was in the Austrian capital 
but declined farther comment. 

The Hungarian source, con- 
tacted by telephone from Vienna, 
said Budapest envisaged setting up 
diplomatic interest missions simi- 
lar to those opened in Warsaw 
and Tel Aviv last year. But he 
gave no indication of when such 
an accord might be reached. 

Hungary has played a leading 
role in a general revival of con- 
tacts between East Europe states 
and Israel in the last year. It has 


active trade links with Israel and 
in recent months Budapest has 
played host to a number of Jewish 
organisations including the first 
conference in the East Bloc of the 

World Jewish Congress. 

• 

Western diplomats said 
Budapest was determined to keep 
its contacts with Israel discreet at 
the moment to avoid damaging 
relations with the Arab World. 
"Ail East Bloc states except 
Romania cat ties with Israel dur- 
ing the Arab-Israeli war 20 years 
ago. 


Knesset rejects amnesty for Jewish terrorists 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's parlia- 
ment Wednesday rejected by a 
vote of 69 to 40 a right-wing 
attempt to seek amnesty for Jew- 
ish terrorists convicted of killing 
and wounding Palestinians in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank. 

A total of 28 members of a 
terrorist group made op of Jewish 
settlers from the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip were con- 
victed in 1985 for anti-Arab 
attacks. 

They were held responsible for 
killin g three Palestinian students 


in a 1982 attack on the Islamic 
College in the West Bank town of 
Hebron and m aiming two Palesti- 
nian mayors in a 1980 bombing. 

Members of the group were 
also found guilty of plotting to 
blow up the Dome of the Rock 
Mosque in Jerusalem. 

All but eight members of the 
underground have since been 
freed after serving their sentence 
or having it reduced by President 
Chaim Herzog. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
pin', who once called the terror- 


ists “misguided good boys,” 
voted for Use amnesty along with 
hardline Industry Minister Ariel 
Sharon. 

Bui many right-wingers voted 
against the proposal or grounds 
that only Israel's president has 
the right to grant amnesty. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres’ Labour Party, which views 
the - terrorists as a dangerous 
group, bad threatened to puli out 
of the government if the amnesty 
proposal has approved. 


| France, 

Iran still 
: deaon 
! over Iranian 
I official 

! LONDON (R) — Ftojk* and 
J T ran wtr . deadlocked Wl\1:i£-v 
i day in a week-old row ever or. 

Iranian emoassy employee 
! wanted for questioning in Paris, 
j with each side saving the other 

should resolve the dispute to 

! avsri an escalation, 
j The Iranian embassy in Paris 
! cad the French embassy in 

Tehran nave now been cordoned 

eff for eight days, with police :r. 

capital checking who comes and 
! goes. 

j Vahid Gordji. listed as a:; 
! embassy interpreter but believed 
i by french officials to be a senior 
; intelligence agent, has sought rc- 
i fuse in the Paris embassy to avoid 
j a summons from a magistrate 
I ir.vestiuati ns a wave of bombing.-: 

| that killed "l- 3 people last year, 
j France sav. Gordji does no: 
; have diplomatic status, and will 
i have to appear before counter- 
I terrorism specialist Judge Gills- 
i Bouk-uci-e. "It is out of lr.tr 
J Question for Gcrdji to avoid tes- 
\ tifyieg...” French Prime Minister 
j Jacques Chirac .old Le Men tic 
; ocv. sparer in an interview pub- 
[ lished Tuesday. 

I Iran says Gordji has diplomatic 
j Immunity opd is under no ofc’iga- 
! tion to testify under Ok Vienna 
1 convention o:: diplomatic reia- 
i tious. “Any kind cf judicial ac- 
; acn against Gordji is contrary tc 
' the contents of the convention.” 


Iranian exiles attacked m Karachi: I killed 


I .. 


KARACHI (R) — A man was 
killed and about 10 others were 
injured Wednesday when Iranian 
exiles came under attack from 
rockets, grenades and 
madnneginis in the Pakistani city 
of Karachi, witnesses said. 

The exiles fired back and killed 
one of the attackers, police said. 

One of the wounded was a 


policeman who tried to stop the 
attackers escaping by shooting 
the tyres of their car and was hit 
by automatic weapons fire, the 
witnesses said. 

Four bungalows belonging to 
the “National Liberation Army 
of Iran” in the smart defence 
bousing society suburb were par- 
tially destroyed in the early morn- 


ing raid. 

The attackers fired indiscrimi- 
nately and burled petroi bombs, 
damaging four cars and a 
motorcycle, the witnesses said. 

Police and neighbours identi- 
fied the dead man to a Reuter 
photographer as one of the 
attackers, hit by gunfire from the 
Iranians iu the bungalows. 


as a diplomat. 

The spokesman, quoted by the 
Iranian News Agency IRNA, said 
Tuesday ti:-3t the Foreign Minis- 
try reserved the right to take 
courier- r.-.-.^ure:- if the “profc- 
iec-s are nor eliminated. ” " 

K>. Chirac ioid Le Monde i: 
was vp to Iran ic act :o resolve 
;!:e crisis and said Franca might 
break eg *1ipicro«tic tics with 
Tehran. 

He soli the French police 
stake-cu- cf the Ionian embassy 
t fos justified by -he need tc ques- 
tion Gcrdri tu\ .Lai there was no 
reason for Iraridr. police to sor- 
row:?:} the Fr er-cfc embassy. 

Iran irldrJh blockaded the 
French error, :.«■ fa retaliation for 
the . •=. 'ration ouTside :t~ 
?&rii embassy, but later eased ihc 
iic22. 
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EXHIBITIONS 


* An art exhibition by Omar Bssoul at 
the Housing Bask Centre's gallery 
(until July IS). 

* French archaeological exhibition at 
French Cultural Centre runs through 
July 9. 

• ' An exhibition of paintings by Jansen 
Sbami at the Petra Bank Gallery (until 
July 9) 

* A photographic exhibition by Zohrab 
entitled “Panoramas of Jordan" at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (until July 12). 

FEATURE FILM 


* Revolution" at 7:00 p.ra. Thursday at 
the American Centre. 

JERASH FESTIVAL 
(July 8-31) 

Thursday 9/7/87 

* South Theatre: 

7- 8 — Fuhah Sing Grom 
9-11 — London City Balk I 

* Sound & Light: 
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N.M.C. Students 

■ Forum: 
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Troupe 
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Royal Cultural Centre .. Tei. 66102&7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Coundl 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Huwin Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C-A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 636111 

L'niv. of Jordan Library 843555 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Liras Amman CUb. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Holi- 
day inn. 1:30 pan. 

Lions PhBnddphia Chib. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fo ur t h Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
P hflniMpM a Rotary CSob. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Irm. 

1 JO p.m. 

Rotary Oab. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 

CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jaboi Amman. TeL 624590. 

Church of the A m muc U thm (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terresauta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Lirweibdeh, mass in ItaEan lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the A anunri a ti ou (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaH. Tel. 623541. 
AngBcao Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. TcL 625383. 
Armenian Catholic Church AshraSch. 

Tel. 771331. 

A ia u aJu n Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieb. Tel. 775261. 

St. Eptaafcn Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafish. Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisam, TeL 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Jabal 

Amman. 6th Circle. (Rev. N. Stnir). 

Tel. 811295. 
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23:00 The Guitar Greats 

24ri)0 Close Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720. 1323 KHz 

07:00 Newsdesk 07:30 Country Style 
07:45 Reflections 07:50 Financial News 
08:00 World News 0&09 24 Houn: 
News Summary &30 Keep to the Path 
68:45 The World Today 09*0 News- 
desk 09-J0 Meridian IfeM World News 
1&09 24 Houra: News Summary 1030 
Write on... 1Q?45 Merchant Navy Prog- 
ramme 11:00 World News 11.-09 Re- 
flections 11:15 Musical Landscapes 
11 JO Good Friday Meditation 12.-00 
World News 12.-09 British Press Re- 
view HIS The World Today 13t3# 
Financial News 12M5 Islands of Hope 
and Glory 13h00 News Summary; 
Souodtreckmg 13:15 Merchant Navy 
programme U-31 Business Matters 
14£0 World News 14.-09 News About 
Britain 1*15 In the Meantime 1425 A 


Letter from Northern Ireland 14-3* 
Meridian 15.-O0 Radio Newsreel 15:15 
Jazz for the Asking 15:45 Sports 
Round-up McO0 World News 16^9 24 
Hours: News Summary 16J0 John 
Peel 17:60 Outlook; News Summary 
17:45 Namre Notebook 18M Radio 
Newsreel 18:15 Desert Island Discs 
lfeO0 World News Ufr09 Commentary 
19=15 Science in Action Ph45 The 
World Today 2*01 World News 2M9 
A Letter from Northern Ireland 20:15 
New Music 2&45 Sports Roundup 
21^0 Newsdesk 21:30 Midtitradt 3 
22=00 News Summary; Outlook 22:39 
Stock Market Resort 22:45 Society 
Today 23 M World News 2349 24 
Hours: News Summary 23J0 Science 
in Action 2440 News Scmmary; Net- 
work UK 0fbl5 Musk Now S(h45 A 
Night to Remember 0140 World News 
01 ^9 Tbc World Todiv *1125 A Letter 
from Northern Ireland 01:30 Financial 
News 01:40 ReSections 61:45 Sports 
Roundup 02:0Q World News; Coav- 
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21:40 Baghdad (AF) 
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MONEY EXCHANGE 


Wednesday rales 

Local seii/huy rates in Bis 

Belgian franc 89.4/ 90J 

Dutch guilder 164.5/ 166.3 

French franc 55.6/ 56.2 

ilafian lira 25.6/ 25.9 

Japanese yen (for 100) 228 J/ 221.6 

Sweifish crown 53.2 ! 53.7 

Swiss franc 222.7/ 225^ 

U.K- stedino pound 549.1/ 556 

U.S. dollar 341.6/ 344.5 

W. German mark 185.3/ 187.4 

PRAYER TIMES 

03*J9 Fair 

05J4 (Sunrise) Duha . 

1 2M1 Dhuhr 

'Asr 

££*7 Maghreb 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be fine, with the appearance 
of some low clouds in the morning; and 
the winds wili be northerly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and calm sea. 

Min. /max. temp, 

Amman 16/28 

A«P*h 24 / 3t3 

Deserts «... 18/32 

Jordan Valley 20 1 34 

menfrury 92:15 From the Weeklies 

02:3© Mnltitrack 3 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

fits information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
'Airport Tei. (08) 532B0-5, where it 
should always be verified. 
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ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
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17J0 Cairo (RJ) 

1&30 Kuwait (RJ) 
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EMERGEMCSS. 


Amman Kr-'crnorate 891 

Amman Civfl Defence 198, 

Civil Defence Irtnd .... 271293. 273 L? I 

Civil Defence Quwcismeh 7707T-3 

Ovil Defence Deir ABa 573(?n 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown On: brigade.... li-8 

First aid 65*J34; 

Blood Bank 77T.3J3 

Gvfl Defence rescue 66:11- 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Pobce rescue 192. 621111. 67-7777 

Police headquarters 63914I 

Traffic poOce 8963S 

Electric Power Co. 6363dl/4. 624881 
Municipal water complaint* 77! 125/S 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08l533.'ti'60 


'HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Ceatre 81381152 

Kha&di Maternity. J. Anm ... 64426L6 
AkBeh Maternity, J. Anin.... 6424412 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeasani 664171/4 

Shmeisam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 645S45 

Al-Mnaxbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 656127/37 

AJ-AhK. Ahdali 66416P6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al- Bashir, J. AshraOeh 775111/26 

Army.Marka 891611/15 

Queen ASa Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 
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Home news 


Fayez holds talks with 
Syrian counterpart 


DAMASCUS (Petra) — Official 
talks between Speaker of the 
Lower House of ftrriiainent Akef 
A1 Fayez and his Syrian counter- 
part Mahmoud Al ZoTh started 
here on Wednesday . 

The talks centred on encourag- 
ing owperation in the parliamen- 
tary field to better serve the 
interests of objectives of Syria, 
Jordan, and the whole Axab na- 
tion. . . ’ 

They also discussed the role of 


Arab in streng- 

thening Arab solidarity. 

Both Mr. Fayez and Mr. Zubi 
stressed during their meeting the 
need to intensify efforts and to 
mobilise Arab resources to unify' 
die Arab ranks, 

Mr. Fayez left Amman 
Wednesday at the head of a 
Jordanian parliamentary delega- 
tion on a several day official wit 
to Syria in response to an invita- 
tion extended by Mr. Za’bi. 


Killer still 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Public Secur- 
ity authorities are continuing an 
intensive search for the robber 
and killer of the 22-year-old 
businessman, Muhieddeen 


Mr. Bashed was shot to death 
on Monday during a robbery. 

In its endeavours and intensive 
search, the Public Security 
Department (PSD) has circulated 
20,000 copies of the identicast 
sketch of the killer, who fled with 
JD 100,000, to shops, banks, 
groceries, taxi offices, and institu- 
tions to identify and arrest the 
assailant. 

Owner of the Hijjawi Corpora- 
tion, Taha Mahmoud A1 Hijjawi, 
called the Arabic daily newspaper 
A1 Ra’i on Tuesday saying that he 
will gjve a reward ofJD 1,000 and 
a valuable watch to anybody who 
helps arrest the assailant. 


Arbitration law 
to be amended 

AMMAN (J!T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Zaid Rifai has decided at the- 
recommendation of the Econo- 
mic Consultative Council, to 
form a special committee, under 
the chairmanship of Justice 
Minister Riyad A1 Sbaka’a, to 
propose amendments to the 
arbitration law currently in force. 

Such amendments have be-, 
come necessary to cope with the' 
various developments in various 
sectors. 

The newly formed committee 
comprises director of the Central 
Tenders Committee, Ministry of 
Industry and Trade's companies 
censor, president of the Jorda- 
nian Bar Association, president 
of the Jor dani an Contractors 
Association, president of the 
Jordanian Engineers Association, . 
chairman of Amman chambers of 
commerce and industry. 
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Jordan is committed to peace, 
Dudin tells Baptist conference 


Wednesday 

newly appointed dbkf-ef-staff of the U.N. Trace 
Snporvistan Organi sa tion (UNTSO), lieutenant 
General Martin Vadset, currently on a tear of the 
region. Armed Forces Omunander-m-Chief field 


Marshal Sharif Zaid Hm Shaker also received 
LL-Gen. Vadsef. The meeting was also attended by 
Armed Forres Chief of Staff Lieutenant General 
Fathi Abu Tafeb and Ms assistant (Petra photo). 


King, Queen receive U.S. group 


By Peter Baratta 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor 
Wednesday met with a group of 
U.S. students and professors who 
are visiting Jordan as members of 
the Petra Programme, designed 
to give Americans the chance to 
experience firsthand Arabic cul- 
ture and traditions. 

After meeting with the 
and Queen, the group travel 
to Jerash for the opening of the 
6th annual Jerash Festival of Cul- 
ture and Aits. 

The Petra Programme, spon- 
sored by the Arab Cultural Asso-, 
riation, was created three years 
ago specifically to offer American 
high school students of Arab ori- 
gin the chance to travel to their 


native land and rediscover their, 
roots, said Khawla Abu Odeh,‘ 
coordinator of the programme. 

The programme has since ex- 
panded and now invites any- 
American student who wishes to 
learn more about Arab culture 
and die Middle East, she said. 

This is the first year U.S. pro- 
fessors have been invited to par- 
ticipate in the programme, Mrs. 
Abu Odeh added. 

Although the entire group is 
under the auspices of the Petra 
■Programme, the students are part 
of the Malcolm H. Kerr High 
School Scholars Programme, 
sponsored by the National Coun- 
cil on U.S. -Arab Relations, an 
organisation based in Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

Established in memorium of 
Dr. Kerr, the president of the 


American University of Beirut 
who was killed in 1984, the prog- 
ramme allows students from 
across the U.S. to study in an 
Arab country. 

The professors are members of 
the Joseph J. Malone Faculty 
Fellows Programme, also spon- 
sored by the National Council. 

The group is currently staying 
at the Ammon Hotel where they 
will learn bow to prepare Arabic 
food from the hotel’s restaurant 
management section, Mrs. Abu 
Odeh said. 

During their stay, the students 
will learn basic Arabic, study the 
political, social and economic 
issues of Jordan and the Arab 
World, visit historical sites and 
participate in cultural activities, 
including depka — traditional 
Arabic folklore dancing, she said. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Occupied Territor- 
ies Affairs Marwstn Dudin said on Wednesday that 
Jordan, under the leadership of His Majesty King 
Hussein, is committed to establishing peace, in 
accordance with United Nations resolutions, through 
an international peace conference under the U.N. 
auspices. 

River has become the symbol for 
the unity of the East and West 
Banks of Jordan, adding that 
Jordan does not accept literal 
interpretations of religious texts' 
in order to promote political 
issues. 


Mr. Dudin, who was addres- 
sing the opening session of the 
annual conference of the Baptist 
World Alliance on behalf of 
Prime Minister Zaid A1 Rifai, 
said Jordan has gone far in its 
efforts to convene an internation- 
al peace conference and that 
many countries, including the five 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council, the European 
Community, and non-aligned 
countries support the conference 
idea. 

Mr. Dudin also said the Jordan 


Mr. Dudin pointed out that 
religion and religious interpreta- 
tions by certain sects have be- 
come sources of discord. The 
impact of such interpretations 
was evident in Palestine. Such 
issues as those relevant to war 


and peace and the role of religion 
in politics have direct impact on 
people’s daily lives, he said. 

Mr. Dudin added that Jesus 
Christ had his own method for 
advocating a peaceful life *. ithout 
resorting to military might. “He 
fame with a message for peace 
and taught us how to live peace- 
fully, as does Islam." he s. id. 

Mr. Dudin called for efforts to 
establish a just and durable peace 
in Jerusalem and said friends of 
Israel should encourage it to 
accept and respond to the calls of 
peace. 

President of the Baptist 
alliance. Noil Foss, expressed 
deep appreciation to Jordan for 
hosting the conference and for 
His Majesty King Hussein, who, 
Mr. Foss said, enjoyed an inter- 
national reputation as a peace- 
maker. 


UNRWA’s funders reaffirm su 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East’s (UNRWA) humi- 
nitarian and political role in the 
Middle East has been reaffirmed 
by members of a special confer- 
ence held in Vienna on July 6 and 
7 to review financial plans and 
programmes, according to an 
UNRWA press release. 

The two-day gathering of UN- 
RWA's main financial backers 


and countries playing host to 
more than 2 million Palestine 
refugees was characterised by its 
informality and constructive 
atmosphere, said UNRWA's 
Commissioner-General Giorgio, 
Giacomelli. 

“Too much time has passed 
without a resolution of problems 
that ensued from the 1948 Middle 
East war,” Mr. Giacomelli told 
the gathering. “This means that 
another generation of refugees 



faces its future without an answer 
to basic questions regarding its 
fundamental rights and continues 
to look to UNRWA for assist- 
ance.” 

UNRWA needs funds to dis- 
charge its commitments and not 
to be obliged to implement prog- 
rammes in a piecemeal manner as 
contributions come in, said Mr. 
Ahmed Qatanani, Under Secret- 
ary of Ministry of Occupied Ter- 
ritories Affairs. 



“Drink Badndboudour, drink!’* commands the 
ev3 magician (Alan Weeks) as the princess (Amy 
De Grange) tries to avoid drinking the poisoned 
wine. This nerve-wracking scene is part of the 
musical play, “Aladdm,** written and performed 


especially for foe Jerash Festival by the Empire 
Stale Institute for the Performing Arte troupe. The 
play wffl be held Friday, July 10, and Saturday, 
July 11, in South Theatre at W)0 p.m. (Photo by 
Timothy Raab). 


Aladdin stages its world premiere 

thdr super 
Beauty* to 


By Meg Abo Hamdan 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Performing a music- 
al written especially for this year’s 
Jerash Festival of Culture and 
Arts is the Empire State Institute 
for the Performing Arts (ESI- 
PA). The musical is “Aladdin” 


J .its world premiere can be seen 
Friday and Saturday, Jnly 10 and 
11 at the South Theatre at 9 p.m. 

Based on the Arab literary 
classic, “A Thousand and One 
Nights," ESIPA’s playwright Eli- 
sabeth Rothman has spun a new 
tale, where audiences journey 
with Aladdin to rescue Princess 
Badralboudour and save his own 
Kfein a battle against the super- 
natural powers of an evil magi- 
cian.' 

Along the way are many sur- 
prises — sorcerer’s flames flare 
from a mountain top, bats dance 
and enchanted caverns overflow 
irith shining treasure. 

- This is ESIPA’s second visit to 
Jordan. In 1983 they performed 


rb version of “Sleeping 
to enchanted Jerash au- 
diences. The warm reception they* 
received prompted the American 
centre to invite them back again 
and ESIPA expressed their de- 
light at returning by writing Alad- 
dm especially for the occasion. 

With music by Dennis Buck 
and choreography by Patrice 
Soriexo who has also written the 
choreography for the Broadway 
production of “Stardust” among 
much else, and (Greeted by Peter 
Webb, Alackfin has been suffi- 
ciently successful in its May pre- 
view at the Egg in Albany, New 
York to inspire the critic of The 
Chronicle to write: “ESIPA’s 
Aladdin is a pure little gem of 
theatre, complete with eye pop- 
ping spectacle, singing, dancing, 
laughs, love and dastardly blame 
magic.” 

Thr leading role of Aladdm mil 
be played by Ron Bohmer who is 
working with ESIPA for the first 
time. In New York, be most 


recently played in the long run- 
ning off Broadway hit “Forbidden 
Broadway.” 

Princess Badralbondonr, 
daughter of the Sultan and Alad- 
din’s love will be played by Anny 
De Grange, whose Broadway ex- 
perience includes the role of the 
mistress in “Evita” and a part in 
the musical “Raggedy Ann” 
which originated atESIPA. 

The “throughly nefarious 
nemesis” of Aladdin and Badral- 
boudour, the magician will be 
played by Alan Weeks whose 
extensive Broadway credits in- 
clude “Ain’t Misbehaving,” “Oh, 
Brother,” “The Wiz” and 
“Joseph and the Amazing Tecb- 
nicofour DreamcoaL” Among his 
screen credits is the film “French 
Connection” and on the televi- 
sion be starred as Leroy’s father 
in “Fame.” 

Other leading roles in the pro- 
duction will be performed by 
member’s of ESIPA’s resident 
company. 


Jerash Festival — Schedule for July 9-15 
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Sixth Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts begins 


(Continued from page 1) 


Romantic tragedy “Giselle” 
while the Young Strings in Action 
played music at the Artemis 
Steps. A children’s play, “ Amm o 
Amin,” was staged at the Sound 
and Light Theatre and local folk- 
lore troupes performed at the 
Forum. 

, In the next 23 days, troupes 
attending the festival will alter- 
nate among the various specially 
set-up stages for their perform- 
ances. The festival committee 
charges varying admission 
charges for shows inside the spe- 
cial auditoriums, but some of the 
artists will also go on the stage at 
the Forum where there is no 
a dmis sion charge except the main 


low figure was attributed to the 
fact that the opening ceremony 
was for invitees only. 

One Femchman who spoke to 


the Jordan Times said he stayed in- al to be very lively and the Jorda- 
Jordan this year for the sole . nians to be ver y welcoming,” he 
purpose of attending the Jerash said- “I hope we can have such a 
Festival. “I have found the festiv- festival in Fn 


•ranee. 


entry fee of JD' 1. A ticket to any 
of the special shows automatically 
entitles the holder to free entry. 

According to festival officials, 
all arrangements have been made 
to provide various services, in- 
cluding food and beverages, with- 
in the festival grounds. The road 
between Amman and Jerash are 
.regularly mann ed by traffic police 
and there are two parking lots in 
Jerash which corud take over 
5,000 cars. 

The estimated attendance on 
WednKday was 2,000 and the 


North: -Israelis initiated contra deal 


(Omtinoed from page -1) 
may have known of the diversion 
but Gol. North’s testimony was 
the first confirmation. 

Col. North, breaking a seven- 
month silence on the affair in 
which be was a pivotal figure, 
repeated his testimony on Tues- 
day that he believed Mr. Reagan 
did not know of the possibly 
illegal diversion. 

Mr. Reagan, 76, and Mr. 
Casey were close friends. Mr. 
Casey managed Mr. Reagan’s 
1980 presidential campaign and 
enjoyed access to the president 


thereafter. 

Mr. Casey, a World War II 
secret agent, died after giving 
preliminary testimony to congres- 
sional committees on the Iran- 
contra affair — evidence now 
increasingly questioned as poss- 
ibly misleading and false — and 
before the special select commit- 
tees now sitting were formed. 

In testimony before he died 
Mr. Casey flatty denied he or the 
QA had anything to do with the 
Jfnnd diversion until a few days 
before it became public last 
November. 


Mubarak meets Peres today 


(Continued from, page 1) 
issued a joint statement calling 
for a peace conference this year 
on the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

In Belgrade, the official Tanjug 
news agency quoted Mr. Mubar- 
ak as saying that Egypt would 
intensify its contacts over the next 
few weeks with all parties in- 
volved in the Middle East conflict 
to sound out their views prior to 
the conference. 

Massive security ringed Gene- 
va's Cointrin airport when Mr. 
Mubarak and his entourage, in- 
cluding Foreign Minister Ahmad 
Esmat Abdul Megdd and Eco- 
nomy Minister Youssri Mos- 
tapha, arrived. 

Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Peres 
are expected to bold talks at a 
Geneva hotel on Thursday, 
although there was no official 
confirmation on the time from 
either side. 

David Danieli, spokesman for 
the Israeli diplomatic mission in- 
Geneva, told Renters: “It is 
probable the meeting would take 
place tomorrow.” 

Mr. Peres, whose Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir opposes a 
Middle East conference, is to 
meet U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, who will 
also arrive on Thursday. 

Richard Murphy, a U.S. assis- 
tant secretary of state, has re- 
mained in Geneva after two days 
of talks with Vladimir Polyakov, 
head of the Soviet Foreign 


try’s Middle East section. 

A joint U.S.-Soviet statement 
issued Tuesday night said that 
Mr. Murphy and Mr. Polyakov 
had discussed prospects for a 
Middle East peace conference, 
and the Iran-Iraq war. 

A Middle East peace confer- 
ence has been discussed at the 
United Nations and in various 
capitals for several months, but 
most parties agree that numerous 
issues remain to be resolved be- 
fore such a meeting could take 
place. 

Mr. Peres said Tuesday he has 
given np attempts to convince 
Mr. Shamir that Israel should 
participate in the proposed con- 
ference. 

Mr. Peres also accused Soviet 
leaden of not being forthright 
about their position on the nature 
of such a conference. 

Mr. Peres said it was too late to 
try and win a majority in Israel’s 
coalition government for the 
peace proposal. 

“We apparently reached a 
point of real disagreement,” Mr. 
Peres told a seminar on political 
leadership sponsored by George- 
town University and the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. 

“As a democratic country, we 
shall have to refer this issue to the 
people,” Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Peres sharply criticised the 
Soviet Union for not defining 
its position on the role of the 
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A Jordanian athlete fights the torch! to begin the 6th Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts oc 
Wednesday evening (Photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan). 
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From 11 July we will be hosting a very special Barfeeque 
every Saturday al Ibe poolside. The evening begins al 8. 
30 pm a master cher will prepare an exquisit range of 
yonr favourite range of your grills, month watering 
salads and special sweets. 

And as a touch of American class, we present an 
extremely talented group of young Americans. 
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So. for those of you who are still « YOUNG* at heart, 
and at only ^ pevum. "Mat could 6c ikttci! 
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A/ Ra'i: Israel's grand designs 


THJE Israeli plan to seize around water resources in the occupied 
West Bank stresses anev. ± at Israel s strateg) is aimed ar swallowing 
the -Arab land in broad daylight. The recent Israeli measures to steal 
Arab waters come to refute the Israeli alleea'.ions and claims of its 
interest in achieving peace. Such, allegations are no more than a cast 
of dust in the e\es. Israei\ daily practices in the occupied Arab 
territories bear witness to the evil Israeli intentions of confiscating 
the land and dismissing it-; owner,. It is within this context that 
Jordan recently lodged a complaint with the United Nations, alerting 
the international body io shr gravity of these practices and reminding 
the whole world that such action is in violation of all international 
rules and norms. Therefore, the international community is asked to 
embark on an .ictior. ;o deter i?r.«ei from proceeding ahead with its 
plans to seize water resources. The international community should 
always remember that the tv-ad to react is not only through the 
convocation of .in inionatl.na! peace conference, bii*. at the same 
time, through the serious effort* and endeavours to press Israel to 
abandon its expansion]?- policy and to remove all the obstacles it has 
placed on the road to peace. Israeli piar? and measures, designed to 
change the demography and topographic situation of the West Bank, 
pose a senous threat to interna :ioral peace and security and hinders 
the implementation of all peaceful efforts and initiatives. These 
measures strengthen the conviction that Israel clings and win cling to 
its dream of seizing the Arab land. This situation gives the Arabs no 
choice, but to build their ov.n military power, which is capable of 
halting the Israeli plans. 


Al Dusiour: Hopes on the seven 


AT a time when the seven-me 
Arab League to find a «oluii 
mission on Tuesday, by a visit 
solution to the destructive 7/2 

escalations and political dev, 
senous in terms of bloodshed 
and capacities, the mo.it seri 
conflicting stands of both Wayl 
massing of warships i* tf,a 
demonstrates the i!l-h.:r : ;cur^ 
their exchange of accusation* 
two superpowers arc scr in.; : 
to finding a solution 
inflammable situation for iis .• 
the seven-member Aral* 
cunitalisc on the current rt* 


imber Arab committee, formed by the 
ion the Iran- Iraq war. resumed its 
to Britain to discuss means of finding a 
r. die battlefield is witnessing military 
eiopnie.nis which could be the most 
ond exhaustion of tremendous powers 
toui thing in the current crisis is the 
nington -inU the Soviet Union over the 
- v-uF v.,iv?:s. This naval buildup 
• J c*; both countries, since 

pa; ;oma •■t very delicate time. The 
-b.-ir ioicrc.vs rather than contributing 
:itu;- en«bl : ng Iran to exploit the 
>• n inrcrcM it is therefore hoped that 
.-..n grab the initiative anew and 
‘o Test ore international consensus. 


Saw* A! Shaa'o: Dangerous turns 


DESPITE the sincere ctrorts made by the United Nations to pul an 
end to the ongoing ira.i-traq war. such efforts will always remain 
crippled as long as the tension in the v»ulf region is continuing and the 
U.S. and Soviet warship:* sailing in the Gulf waters. The American 
and Soviet concepts on the * jui* war converge at one point, but cross 
at many points, and hence, they ha'c many dangerous dimensions 
which further aggra*. ate th.- .•:iuri:cn. The intransigent Iranian stand, 
based on the rejection of J! pvacvrui initiatives and calls, is to be 
blamed for the escalation of military actions in the Gulf region. Tne 
Iranian regime, which suv.am-cJ big losses, has attempted To involve 
the superpowers in the war in a bid to fish in the troubled waters. The 
Iranian position should prompt Arabs to crys tallise , as early as 
possible, a pan-Arab stanu! before Arabs lose their ability to take the 
initiative in the Gulf reqlo*' or elsewhere. 


oviets gain where Americans blunder 


THE adoption on Tuesday of a law by *be Lower House of 
Parliament allowing Jordanians to enjoy dual citizenship is a 
timely and positive step for Jordan. With hundreds of 
thousands of Jordanians ha ring studied and worked abroad, 
granting them an opportunity new to participate in the general 
development of their motherland can only boost the economy 
and general welfare of Jordan and help reverse the brain-drain 
phenomenon which has afflicted a!] developing countries. 

Even developed countries fca^e opted for the dual citizenship 
formula to assure a durable linkage with their expatriates, in 
the Arab World, Lebanon was the first country to recognise the 
importance of mainteismg ties with its expatriates who have 
gone in search of opportunities. Egypt followed suit when it 
discovered that the cream of its highly educated people bad 
emigrated to either Canada or the United States or Australia 
and that the best way io lure back their skills and sophisticated 
know-bow was to allow ibem to retain their Egyptian 
citizenship in addition io keeping their newly acquired 
citizenship. 

We in Jordan, as elsewhere where dual citizenship has been 
legalised, should not be unduly worried about a conflict is 
loyalty or allegiance ia this respect. Citizenship certificates are 
like marriage certificates: by themself es they do not guarantee 
faithful or durable reiaiicnsaips. It takes more than legal 
formalities to assura boss: lid? re’arionships between man and 
state. With sufTtcier.; s'jpp-eir.andar" legislation to avoid any 
possible abuse of oust citizenship rights, we should not be 
unduly fearful o: the cosseouerees of ikis latest courageous and 
bold decision by the govsrnmsct a: Jordan. On the contrary, 
we have every cans? Io re gratified tbv. the bonds with our 
expatriates can be reestablished. Our ccrapatrfois cun do os no 
barm. Slather, they czr. contribute their high degree of 
sophistication in the iatslie ctucJ. mechanical, or technological 
fields to make Ibis count ry even more advanced and 
prosperous. 

We can only congratulate our government as well as 
ourselves for this latest initiative by our policy makers. it is 
now up to our expatriates to reciprocate this generous offer by 
Jordan and Jordanian by republishing their coatects end 
linkage with their motherland on ell le-els and in ail fields. We 
shall expect mare and more of them to visit their homeland and 
invest their know-how and eapiiai in the development schemes 
of this magnificent country i>5' ours. Some of them had in fart 
participated in the annual expatriate conference which were 
convened in .Amman over the past Sara? years, Many of their 
concerns and aspirations as expressed in these conferences 
were duly noted and acted upon. With snore dialogue between 
them and us in formal or informal meetings, ail of us stand to 
reap much benefit. 


j ONE of the core enduring 
American misconceptions about 
the Middle East is the fiction that 
agile U.S. diplomacy has kept the 
Soviet Union humbled to the 
status of a minor player in the 
region. Thus at a seminar at the 
American University in Washing- 
ton on the 20th anniversary of the 
1967 war ail the worthy 
academics were in agreement ab- 
out one thing: The USSR was 
doing poorly in the region. 
Another reflection of this per- 
verse misreading of reality came 
recently in a story in the 
Washington Post, which solemnly 
assured its readers that “(Mos- 
cow's) role has been eroded badly 
ever the past 15 years (in the 
.Middle East," 

To some extent the error is 
understandable because Presi- 
dent Reagan and his spokesmen 
routinely repeat this myth of ero- 
sion. They assure the world, and 
perhaps themselves, that U.S. 
diplomacy in the region has suc- 
cessfully “kept the Russians out." 
This, in fact, is the explicit 
rationale for one of the more 
bizaiTe alliances in U.S. diploma- 
tic history. America's designation 
in 1983 of Israel as a “strategic 
ally.” If anything, the facts show 
persuasively that if it weren’t for 
Israel's instransigence there 
wouldn't be any need to worry 


about the Soviet Union in the 
region. Yet it is precisely the aim 
of blocking the USSR that is used 
to justify the alliance. Most re- 
cently, this incantation about 
stemming the Soviets came in 
Reagan's major post-Vienna 
summit address aimed at counter- 
ing growing congressional opposi- 
tion to American ships escorting 
Kuwaiti tankers in tne Gulf. If 
America fails to escort, lectured 
Reagan, “we would open oppor- 
tunities for the Russians to move 


S. elections: 1988 


outshines 1984 cast 


By Jonathan Wohnan 

The Associated Press 


J WASHINGTON — The 1988 
| Democratic presidential cartdi- 
] dates — dubbed the “seven 
| dwarfs" due to their lack of 

! national political exposure — are 
being viewed as a more attractive 
field" than the sacrificial Iambs 

! who threaded their way through 
the primaries in 1984. 

Suddenly. Democratic figures 
are talking as if the party of 
former President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt may have a future as 
: well as a past. 

Following a televised debate in 
Houston last Wednesday. Demo- 
cratic leader Robert Strauss — 
i granted he is given to hyperbole 
9 — said he had never seen the 
party offer a more impressive 
• presidential field. 

\ “A lot of folks knew them only 
as the seven dwarfs,” Jody 
! Powell, the former aide to Presi- 
j dent Carter, said of the oear- 
* anonymous Democrats. “I doubt 
j folks would come away (from the 
; debate) with that impression." 
“■Hie American people don’t 
know many of us very well," said 
senator Joseph Biden- "It was my 
purpose to attempt to answer the 
j questions and demonstrate to the 
American people I had a grasp of 
the issues." 

He acquitted himself nicely, 
and so aid the others: Mas- 

i saebusetts Governor Michael 
Dukakis, senator Paul Simon and 
Senator Albert Gore, congress- 
man Richard Gephardt. Jesse 
Jackson and Bruce Babbitt. 

“I tried to imagine them face to 
! face with (leading Republican 
candidates) George Bush or Bob 
1 Dole, and I thought, almost any 
| one of them would do fine," 
| Democratic pollster Peter Hart 
s told the Washington Post, 
j Aside from the dwarfs, the 
S Democrats have several other 
strong figures not running — New 
York Governor Mario Cuomo 
and senator Bill Bradley, for ex- 
ample. 

The larger group is living proof 
that the" 1984 Reagan rout 
banished not only Walter F. 
Mondale but probably most of his 
generation of Democrats from 
presidential politics. 

It is striking to consider how 
bereft the Democrats seemed of 
leadership just three years ago 
when the presidential field num- 
bered eight: Reuben Askew, 


Alan Cranston, John Glean, 
Gary Hart. Fritz Hollings, Jesse 
Jackson, George McGovern and 
Mondale. 

Among them, only Askew and 
Jackson were not creatures of 
that great deliberative body, the 
U.S. Senate. 

Though Glenn and Hollings 
have expressed hesitant 1988 
ambitions, the only cany over so 
far is Jackson, and be personifies 
the Democrats' improvement 
from three years ago. He is a new 
and unproved candidate, hand- 
ling himself in early campaign 
appearances with poise and 
maturity. 


(The old Jackson, reacting to 
Biden's statement that Jackson 
could not be vice president on a 
Biden ticket, might have growled 
menacingly at the Democrats and 
hinted at a third-party campaign. 


Hie new Jackson simply shrugged 
it off — and then referred to the 
senator in passing as “vice presi- 
dent Biden.") 

If the 1988 candidates add up 
to a better field than in 1984, 
party activists are praying the 
result will be better, too. It could 
hardly be worse — 1984 was 
marked by innerparty warfare in 
the primaries and total collapse in 
the general election. The debade 
went like this: 


Askew, a former Florida gov- 
ernor, never established himself, 
ran out of money early, and 
disappeared without a trace. 
Hollings brought acerbic honesty 
to the race but failed to capitalise 
on his most notable idea — across 
the board spending cuts. 

Cranston was the wrong man 
for the times, too liberal to take 
on President Reagan, and too 
liberal to take on Mondale. 

McGovern, buried by Nixon in 
1972, was the breath of fresh air, 
working to silence the bickering 
and faring better than expected. 

Hart, with his new ideas and 
willingness to challenge the par- 
ty’s special interest groups, 
emerged to challenge Mondale. 
His organisation sagged under 
the weight of overnight expecta- 
tions, and so, too, did Hart him- 
self. 

Glenn, who had figured to be 
Mondale's biggest hurdle, squan- 
dered the glamour of his astro- 
naut days and the credibility of 
his moderate standing in the Sen- 
ate. He ran an inept race that 
never blossomed. 


By Donald Neff 

profligately pledging away Amer- states as indicated by a tour of the 


into this choke-point of the free 
world's oil flow. In a word: If we 


don't do the job. the Russians 
will." 


ica’s treasury for limited step-by- 
step agreements, the Soviets were 
quietly borrowing deeper than 
ever into the region. Contrary to 
Reagan's speech and the myth of 
erosion, the fact is the USSR by 
now is already well established in 
the Gulf — and just about any- 
where else in the region one 
looks. While the Reagan adminis- 
tration has been content largely 
to ignore the Middle East — 
beyond extending automatic sup- 
port for Israel — Moscow has 
continued making ever more im- 
pressive strides m extending its 
influence. 


Recent events high- 
light the role the 
Soviet Union is 
playing . 


This self-satisfying misconcep- 
tion seems to have evolved large- 
ly out of Henry Kissinger's suc- 
cessful, and shortsighted, elbow- 
ing of the Soviets out of the talks 
resulting from the Geneva peace 
conference at the end of the 1973 
war. Kissinger stressed the idea 
that only America had relations 
with both sides and therefore 
only it could make peace. But 
while he was shuttling around 


A series of recent events high- 
lights the central role the Soviet 
Union is now playing and is likely 
to continue to play in the region. 
These include: Moscow's position 
as mediator in bringing renewed 
unity to the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation at its Algiers meet- 
ing; its refinancing of Egypt’s 
debts which has made relations 
with Cairo better than they have 
been in years; its hosting of an 
official visit to Moscow for Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad of Syria; its 
major mediating role in Muslim 
Lebanon and in encouraging a 
rapprochement between Presi- 
dents Assad and Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; its wooing of the Gulf 


area by Deputy Foreign Minister 
Vladimir Petrovsky and by its 
agreement to protect Kuwaiti 
ships in the Gulf; its arms sales to 
Jordan, with more likely to come; 
its reception in Moscow of Saudi 
Arabia's oil minister to discuss 
global oil policy; and its in- 
creasingly warm overtures toward 
Israel. 

It is now obvious — if not to 
Reagan and his Secretary of 
State, George Shultz, then at 
least to any serious observer — 
that if there is going to be any 
movement in the Middle East 
peace process, Moscow will have 
to be included. Jordan, once 
Washington's exclusive friend, is 
now insisting on a Soviet pre- 
sence at any international peace 
conference. One of the more 
delicious (if disheartening) poten- 
tial ironies that could emerge in 
the not too distant future is that 
the USSR may actually resume 
relations with Israel and will then 
be in a position to turn Kissin- 
ger's boast into its own: Only the 
Soviet Union has influence in 
both camps. 

All this, and far more, has been 
achieved by Moscow in the past 
35 years. Before that, its presence 
was nil. Since then it has man- 
aged to forge treaties of coopera- 
tion and friendship with Iraq and 


Syria — establish formal diploma- 
tic relations with Kuwait, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
strategic Oman — ■ help in the 
creation of communist South Ye- 
men and increase the strength of 
its Mediterranean naval force to 
the point where it is now a potent 
challenger of the U.S. Sixth 
Fleet. In addition, the USSR in 
the mid-1970s replaced U.S. in- 
fluence in strategic Ethiopia, now 
a Marxist state. Coupled with 
Moscow’s influence in South Ye- 
men, die Ethiopian connection 
practically makes Bab Al Man- 
dab a Soviet tollgate controlling 
the Red Sea. There are recurrent 


about being victims of Middle 
Eastern terrorists. 


The Soviets have 
broader relations 
throughout the re- 
gion than does the 
United States. 


and credible reports that relations 
will be established in the indeter- 
minate future between the Soviet 
Union and what used to be de- 
scribed as America’s closest Arab 
friend, Saudi Arabia. Finally, 
there are no Soviet hostages 
being held in Lebanon — nor, 
ironically, do Soviet citizens 
generally seem to have to worry 


While Moscow was making 
these gains. Washington was los- 
ing more th3n its credibility. It 
lost its two major bases in the 
Arab World: Saudi Arabia re- 
fused to renew the U.S. lease on 
the Dbahran air base in 1961 and 
Libva did the same in 1970. The 
United States was thus denied its 
largest base in Africa and its only 
base in the Gulf. In both cases. 

.America’s exaggerated support of 
Israel contributed to the loss. In 
1971. Washington made a partial 
return to the Gulf when Bahrain 
agreed to allow the U.S. to main- 
tain a small naval station and 
hospital at Al Jufayr. But it was 

no substitute for the large 
Dbahran base — as the Reagan 
administration is now painfully 
learning. In sum, the USSR today' 
has broader, and more influen- 
tial. relations throughout the re- 
gion than does the once dominant 
United States. All this represents 
an enviable accomplishment for 
Soviet diplomacy — and thus a 
major failure of U.S. diplomacy 
— particularly when one consid- 
ers Moscow had no serious influ- 
ence in the Middle East until 
1955. With erosion like this who 
needs success? — Middle East 
International. London. 








Arab News 


Fortunes fading as stalemate persists 
in Middle East peace process 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

The Associated Press 


TEL AVTV — Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres’s popularity has 


begun to fade in public opinion 
polls and among his own party 


polls and among his own party 
activists after he failed to force 
national elections on the issue of 
Middle East peace. 

In an apparent effort to 
reawaken momentum and main- 
tain his own persona] credibility, 
Peres has scheduled meetings 
with Egypt's President Hosni 
Mubarak and U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
in Geneva on Thursday. 

The expected focus is a prop- 
osed international conference 
that is opposed by right-wringers 
headed by Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir. “I presume the 
issue will come up," Peres told 
Israel army radio. 

Israeli foreign ministry sources 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity said Peres may also meet 
with Richard Murphy, a U.S. 
envoy who has just concluded 
talks on the Middle East with his 
Soviet counterpart. Vladimir 
Polyakov. 

Insiders suggest time is running 
out, and that unless Peres can 


spark something soon the peace 
process will remain stalemated 
until after U.S. and Israeli elec- 
tions, both set for the end of 
1988. 

“Peres must create a -semb- 
lance of movement in the peace 
process to keep it alive until 
elections restore Labour’s and 
the peace process's fortunes," 
wrote Jerusalem Post political 
analyst Benny Morris. 

But Peres, 63, is beginning to 
feel the impact of his faflore to 
bring down the coalition govern- 
ment on the peace issue as prom- 
ised last May. 

A public opinion research in 
Israel poll conducted in mid-June 
found that only 38.4 per cent of 
1 ,200 Israelis surveyed were 
pleased with Peres' performance 
as foreign minister. That com- 


pared to peak approval ratings of 
around 70 per cent when Peres 
was head of the coalition govern- 


ment in 1985-86. 

Shamir gained ground in the 
same Pori poll, getting a 30.3 per 
cent approval rating in June com- 
pared to 26.1 per cent in April. 

Another independent polling 
organisation, Dahaf, reported 
Peres' Labour Party was losing 
support and would win 44 seats ff 


elections were held today instead 
of the 46 it might have had if 
elections had been held in May. 
Meanwhile, right-wing parties 
tbat favour keeping captured 
Arab territory gained enough 
support to win several more 
seats. 

Perhaps most telling for Peres 
was a Dahaf finding that only 35 
per cent of those surveyed be- 
lieved early elections were justi- 
fied by the controversy over the 
international conference. Sixty- 
four per cent said they were not. 
and 1 per cent gave no answer. 

Uzi Bar- Am. secretary-general 
of die Labour Party, alluded to 
renewed infightin g simila r to in- 
txaparty clashes 10 years ago be- 
tween Peres and former premier 
Yitzhak Rabin, now defence 
minister. 

“There are cracks. ... It is dear 
that the unity of the Labour Party 
has recently returned to a state it 
was in dining the Rabin-Peres 
friction,” Bar-Am said on Israel 
army radio. 

Party insiders who spoke on 
condition of anonymity said 
numerous intra-party divisions 
erupted after Peres failed to force 
new elections. They cited signifi- 
cant disgruntlement with the way 


Peres and his advisers handled 
the showdown with Likud on 
peacekeeping strategy. 

Peres supporters have shifted 
some of the blame for the failure 
on the U.S. administration of 
President Ronald Reagan, espe- 
cially Secretary of State George 
Shultz. Shultz is known to have 
been cool to an international con- 
ference because it might provide 
an opening to the Soviet Union to 
play a broader role in the region. 

The proposed conference 
would be convened by Perez de 
Cuellar and be attended by the 
five permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council — the 
Soviet Union, China, the United 
States, Britain and France — as 
well as parties in the region. 

Shamir has argued a confer- 
ence would merely serve as a way 
of pressuring Israel into making 
territorial concessions, such as a 
return of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip occupied in 1967, 
which he opposes. 

Peres has claimed the interna- 
tional conference was a cover to 
allow Jordan to enter the talks 
without being attacked by radical 
Arabs and would serve only to 
launch bilateral talks between 
Israel and the Arab states. 


ivory Coast runs out of patience with IMF austerity 


Peter Blackburn reports on the reasons why this West African state 
— a “favourite son " of bankers and aid donors — has suspended its 


debt repayments. 


ABIDJAN — When the Ivory 
Coast announced recently that it 
was suspending debt payments, 
shock waves spread far beyond 
this small French-speaking West 
African state. 

The Ivory Coast has long been 
regarded as one of the rare Afri- 
can success stories — all the more 
remarkable because its rapid eco- 
nomic growth since independence 
has been based on agriculture 
rather than oil or mineral re- 


sources. 

“If Ivory Coast cannot pay its 
debts, then what hope is there for 
the rest of Africa?” bankers ask. 

The Ivory Coast, with its poli- 
tical stability and libera! econo- 
mic policies, has traditionally 
beeu a “favourite son" of bank- 
ers. bilateral and multilateral aid 
donors. Unlike some other Afri- 
can countries, it has not lacked - 
financial support for its economic 
reforms. 


The country was encouraged to 
borrow to such an extent that it 
has now become one of the 
world's most indebted countries 
in per capita terras, with external 
debts of over $8 billion for a 
population of only 10 million. 

The Ivorian announcement re- 
flects the gravity of Africa's debt 
crisis as well as a hardening of 
attitude among African countries, 
towards Western creditors both 
for their lack of support and the 
harsh conditions attached to their 
aid. 

The Ivorian government has 
pointed out that the International 
Monetary Fund and World Bank 
austerity measures and economic 
adjustment programme which it 
has obediently implemented since 
1981 have brought little benefit 
and much pain. 

However, only last year it 
looked as if the country was back 
on the road to recovery — the 


economy was expanding again 
and a multi-year’ rescheduling of 
external debt had freed re- 
sources to help achieve a 4 per 
cent a year growth target. 

Unfortunately the collapse in 
the prices of cocoa and coffee, 
which provide about 60 per cent 


of Ivorian export earnings, quick- 
ly undermined the rescheduling 


ty undermined the rescheduling 
scenario. 


Coffee prices have since fallen 
by 44 per cent and cocoa by 20 
per cent, while a 15 per cent 
depreciation of the dollar against 
the local CFA currency has furth- 
er reduced export earnings. 

Real gross domestic product is 
now expected to decline by 1 per 
cent in 1987, compared with a 3.5 
per cent annual average growth 
rate envisaged during the four- 
year rescheduling. 

The Caisse de Stabilisation, the 
state commodity marketing 
board, is making a loss on the 
cocoa and coffee it buys from 
farmers at guaranteed prices. 

As a result, it expects to make 


a loss this year of $330 million 
instead of the forecast profit of 
nearly $500 million. 

In addition to the sharp drop in 
export earnings, lower-th an -ex- 
pected tax revenue will continue 
to a forecast financial deficit of 
$750 million in 1987. 

In spite of the rescheduling, 
debt service remains the largest 
item contributing to the shortfall. 
Moreover, debt payments are 
due to rise from $1.2 billion in 
1987 to a peak of $1.6 billion, 
when they will absorb over one- 
third of export earnings. 


After a long period of stabilisa- 
tion, the time has come to re- 
launch the economy, he added. 

The government has recon- 
tacted its creditors in order to 
search for new solutions. 


Although an IMF team returned 
to Washington, early in June after 
apparently having made no prog- 
ress, an initiative may be forth- 
coming after Mr. Michael Cam- 
dessus, the IMF’s director gener- 
al, visits Abidjan. 


commodity speculators and other 
forces beyond its control,” eco- 
nomists say. These include sharp 
fluctuations in world commodity 
prices, dollar and interest rates 
and climatic conditions. 


The government feels it has 
exhausted both its patience and 
the range of administrative mea- 
sures recommended by the IMF 
and World Bank. 

“We now consider that the 
indefinite continuation of auster- 
ity on such a scale would endan- 
ger the political and social stabil- 
ity of our country’’ Mr. 
Abdoulaye Kone, economy and 
finance minister, told the coun- 
try's creditors in Paris recently. 


In the meantime, the Ivory 
Coast has suspended debt pay- 
ments until world commodity 
markets improve and mutually 
acceptable solutions are found. 

The irony of the crisis is that 
the Ivory Coast, the world’s 
largest cocoa producer, expects a 
record crop for the third succes- 
sive season. During the previous 
drought-linked financial crisis in 
1983-84, crops were badly 
affected while soaring dollar and 
interest rates swelled debt ser- 
vice. 


Long-term structural solutions 
include reduced dependence on 
cocoa and coffee e x p orts, in- 
creased local processing of com- 
modities, improved market in- 
formation and use of term mar- 
kets to hedge against fluctuations 
in commodity prices and ex- 
change rates. 

Despite some successes, not- 
ably with cotton and rubber, the 
country remains vulnerable to the 
whims of cocoa and coff ee trad- 
ers. However, prices have been 
depressed recently for ail the 
country’s cash crop exports. 

International agreements to 
stabilise cocoa ana coffee prices 
have been "inefficient and expen- 
sive,” according to Mr. Bra 
Kanon. agriculture minister. 


“The.M.mtry is hostage to - Financial Times news feature. 
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Close to power’s ear, he trims rough edges of Reagan image 


By Ctnrfefqpher flmoi 

Renter 

WASHINGTON — If this man 
slips, President Reagan’s image 
sriQ suffer. /' 

Milton Pitts is a private citizen 
bat he works near the top-secret 
. “situation room** where, fired 
.-.Reagan aide Oliver North once 
■filin g his hat 

fife is the presidential bather. 
. Pitts, 67, once described by the 
—Washington Post as “the Chagall 
. of male coif, the Leonardo of 
- political locks," has a high-po- 
■ wared clientele that has included 


ter since 1969. 

He was responsible for making 
-President Richard Nixon's locks 
less greasy, for making President 
Gerald Fend look less bald and 
for trimming down Reagan’s 
pompadour — the swept-back 
stack of hair that was the delight 
of cartoonists. 

Every 12 days Pitts leaves his 


shop in the pricey Sberatan^Carl- 
ton Hotel, walks two blocks to 
the White House and meets 
Reagan in the mansion's tiny 
basement barber shop. 

'Tie’s one of the nicest, easiest 
men to work with," Pitts told 
Renters in his slow Southern 
drawl 

His work dose to the presi- 
dent’s ear has given him an 
almost proprietary interest in the 
Reagan image. 

The Iran-contra scadal drat has 
been raging since November is 
the sort of thing to turn a presi- 
dent's hair grey — but Pitts insists 
it has not. 

“His hair is 20 per cent grey 
and the per cent has not changed 
at all," said the barber, a plump, 
neatly dressed, man with a kindly 
face and horn-rimmed glasses. 

"The president looks exactly 
the way he did when he came into 
office.” 

He denied a widespread 
nnnonr that Reagan, at 76 the 


THE appearance of desert locusts 
in the war-tom territory of Erit- 
rea is causing widespread concern 
in the region as a whole. A report 
issued in May by the u.N. 
Emergency Prevention and Pre- 
paredness Group in Ethiopia 
(EPPGE) comments that “the 
locust situation in northern Erit- 
rea presently appears to be out of 
control.” 

In May, swarms were reported 
in north-eastern Sudan at Kassa- 
la, a short distance from the 
Eritrean border. Aid workers and 
government officials in Khartoum 
are worried that more swarms 
may be imminent in July and 
Augpist. 

“We will know if things axe 
really serious in Eritrea,” said a 
U.S. aid staff, member in Khar- 
toum, “when marching bands of 
hoppers or swarms start coming 
through the mountain corridor 
between Tessenei and Kass a l a.” 

The hopper stage of the desert 
locust’s hfe cycle lasts approx- 
imately 40 days, after which it 
eaters the adult stage which may 
last anything between a farther 
three and five months. The 
female can lay three times during 
the adult stage. 

The 25-year-old war between 
Eritrean guerrillas seeking inde- 
pendence from Ethiopia, and 
Addis Ababa, which annexed the 
territory in 1962, is a serious 
obstacle to tackling the infesta- 
tion effectively. 

The Eritrean People’s Libera- 
tion Front (EPLF), with its bases 
in. the north, controls at least 
two-fifths of the territory, includ- 
ing a substantial coastal strip. It 
also mall guerrilla units 

further south in inland rural areas 
surrounding Eritrea's principal 
towns, all of which axe held by 
Ethiopian government troops. 
Both the coast mid much of the 
territory’s western rural areas are 
notorious breeding grounds for 
.the desert locust. 

The EPPGE’s report states 
that aerial spraying took place in 
.February and Match north erf the 
Ethiopian-controlled port of 
•Massawa - — although how far 
north the report does not specify. 
At the Bune time., officials of the 
Dessert Locust Control Oigaaisa- 
tioo/East Africa confirm that it 
has been able to spray from light 
a ir cr a ft along Sudan's Red Sea 
coastal areas, extending its opera- 
tion beyond the Sudanese fron- 
tier as far south as the Eritrean 
coastal town of Mersa Tcklai. 

. In Khartoum, officials of the 
Eritrean Relief Association — a 
pro-mdependence agency with 
strong thus to the EPLF— point 
. oottoat this still leaves key areas 
of die coastline without adequate 
attention between Massawa and 
•Mena TeklaL ERA. and the 


EPLF have bundled two appeals 
to international agencies for com- 
prehensive spraying. In the 
meantime, says EPLF agricultu- 
ral official Mr. Heruy Asgedom, 
more locusts in the pre-adult 
stage have been sighted further 
west, in Baika province, near the 
border with Sudan. 

With the infestation threaten- 
ing sorghum harvests throughout 
the guerrilla-held areas, the 
EPLF and ERA are now taking 
initiatives of their own. Mr. 
Asgedom says they have carried 
ont limited spraying from 
Toyotas and also distributed 
motorised pesticide knapsacks in' 
the northern coastal districts, as 
well as the lowlands of Barka 
province, to the west. 

The EPLF claims to have set 
up 10 monitoring and control 
stations in the territory, de- 
ploying sprayers wherever possi- 
ble. Six of these stations, accord- 
ing to Mr. Asgedom, are in 
southern rural areas near Ethio- 
pian garrison towns, where a 
small but significant guerrilla pre- 
sence restricts government 
activity. 

Here, explained Mr. Asgedom, 
the EPLF can deploy only band- 
pump operated knapsacks, which 
are of limited use. “The problems 
of surveying, identification and 
communicatjon are big,” he said, 
“but we’re trying our best.” 

Dr. Abdel Moneim Karrar, 
who heads the locust control sec- 
tion of Sudan’s plant protection 
department, is taking the threat 
across the border seriously. The 
PPD has independent reports 
confirming the infestation from 
nomads who migrate back and 
forth between Sudan and EPLF- 
heid territory. Also diatrman of 
the control organisation’s execu- 
tive committee, Dr. Karrar has 
ordered two of the organisation’s 
tight aircraft to spray in Sudan, 
where infestations have also been 
reported in central and western 
areas. 

Dr. Karrar fully expects, 
however, that most of the 
■spraying will be concentrated 
mound Kassala in the north-east. 

“It’s a disturbing situation,” he 
reflected, scrutinising the map in 
his office. “Without proper con- 
trol in Eritrea, one worries about 
exactly what may be coming up." 

Last year, an outbreak of de- 
sert locusts during the summer 
breeding season plagued Sudan 
until December. In retrospect, 
says Dr. Karrar, the plant protec- 
tion department was pleased with 
the success of its control opera- 
tion. But with no precise details 
on what may be in store over the 
next few weeks, the mood in his 
nffirre any thing but complacent 
— Financial Times feature. 


oldest president in U-$- history, 
dyes fan hair. 

Before Reagan took office, 
Pitts himself thought the presi- 
dent-elect used dye and said as 
modi to a newspaper when he 
first cut his new client’s thick, 
dark-brown hair, Pitts said. He 
remarked, “Now I see your hair 
is natural.” 

He quoted Reagan as replying, 
“MDt, you’d better dear mat up 
with the press.” 

The barber said he persuaded 
Reagan to let him replace his 
pompadour with a “layer cut", in 
which each hair has about two 


shop except Pitts, a manicurist, 
and the president 
He charges the chief executive 
£20 per session, like all his okl 
customers (newcomers pay 25), 
but does not expect the president 
to pay cash. He sends a monthly 


As Pitts snips away, he waits 
for his customer to begin the 
small talk and follows the pres- 
idential lead. Sometimes, says 
Pitts, Reagan watches old movies 
on television or chats about cur- 
rent events. 

Reagan is always immacula te, 
according to Fitts, who attributes 


inches long. “This gave it a good,' this to his years as a Hollywood 


balanced contour,” he says. 

Pitts came to Washington from 
South Caroima, 45 years ago, 
built up a business with a string of 
influential customers and won a 
referral to the White House in 
1969. 

When he cuts the president's 
hair, secret service agents guard 
the door. No one is allowed in the 


film star. 

Nixon and Ford were less se- 
cure and always called him in for 
a shampoo ana trim before they 
appeared on television. 

When Ford took office after 
Nixon’s Watergate scandal res- 
ignation in 1974, Pitts said, be 
was anxious to make his hair 
thicker. 


Pitts said he told him, “Every- 
thing you’re doing is wrong. Sir.” 
He went at the president with 
shampoo, blow-dryer and razor- 
comb. Ford’s hair came out look- 
ing fuller. 

Nixon was even more of a 
challenge. 

Pitts said when he met him, 
Nixon’s hair was too long, too 
shiny from greasy ointment, too 
hidi in front, too short in back. In 
all, Pitts said, Nixon’s hair made 
hfe famous ski nose look longer. 

The barber left Nixon’s coif 
fuller on the sides and lower in 
the back, and eliminated the oint- 
ment 

On Aug. 8, 1974, just before he 
resigned due to the Watergate 
scandal, Nixon summoned Pitts 
for a last trim. 

As Pitts recalls it, the be- 
leaguered president settled into 
the barber chair and said, “The 
same as usual.” 

Alluding to hfe imminent res- 
ignation, Nixon declared he had 


done many good things as presi- 
dent, despite his mistakes. 

He said be would come to Pitts’ 
hotel shop sometime: ‘Til call for 
an appointment, just like anyone 
else. 

He never did, said Pitts, but 
tiie two have kept in touch. 

Pitts’ hotel shop looks like a 
politics hall-of-fame. The walls 
are hung with framed, signed 
photographs of customers such as 
former secretary of state Henry 
Kissinger, ex-Nixon aide John 
Ehrlichman, Secretary of State 
George Shultz ana Defence 
Secretory Caspar Weinberger. 
Most are Republicans. 

When Carter was president 
from 1977-1981, he used another 
barber. But Pitts says he harbours 
no partisan bitterness. 

“People ask me, ‘Milt do you 
cut Democrats’ hair?’," be said, 
adding: “My scissors don’t know 
the difference between 'a Demo- 
crat and a Republican.”’ 



Scientists probe deep inside sun 


Eritrea gears up 

to halt the march 
of locusts 

Eritrea , still fighting its debilitating dvO war, now faces a second kind 
of war: an invasion of locusts. Jeremy ffanfing recently talked to 
officials an this second battle-front. 


By Donald J. Frederick 

National Geographic 

WASHINGTON — The sun is 
like a big ringing bell, sounding 
milli ons of notes at a tune. 

Of coarse, scientists can’t hear 
any tones, but they can watch the 
vibrations through a technique 
known as helioseismology, a new 
method of probing beneath the 
sun's surface. 

Just as seismologists analyze 
seismic waves to study conditions 
deep within the earth, belioseis- 
mologists study sound waves to 
learn what’s happening inside 
earth’s nearest star. 

Such observations could have 
far-reaching implications. By 
watching the sun carefully, scien- 
tists may learn more about other, 
more distant stars, and, closer to 
home, earth’s weather. 

Son in constant turmoil 

But there’s a big difference 
between seismic waves on earth 
and on toe son. On earth, specific 
events such as earthquakes or 
nuclear explosions cause earth’s 
crust to tremble, releasing energy 
in the form of seismic waves, 
which travel much like sound 
waves and generate vibrations 
within the earth. 

The sun, bubbling in an inferno 
of gases, is never stfli, however. 


Its seedling gases are constantly 
in motion, prodndng solar seis- 
mic waves. 

“These waves are always pre- 
sent at all points within the sun 
and on its surface,” says Dr. 
Robert W. Noyes of the Harvard- 
Smitbsonian Centre for 
Astrophysics. 

“The sun is Tinging’ like a bell, 
but not like one that is being 
struck by a dapper,” says Noyes. 
“Rather, it is vibrating somewhat 
like a bell suspended in a sand- 
storm, continuously struck by 
tiny grains of sand.” 

Like the vibrations in the metal 
sides of a bell, the gas oscillations 
observable on the son’s surface 
are in reality a multitude of indi- 
vidual sound waves that come in 
many modes. Because each mode 
travels in a different but known, 
cavity beneath the solar surface, 
some modes cany information 
about the deep interior of the 
sun. 

An international network of 
solar telescopes designed to 
monitor these oscillations will be- 
gin full operation in 1990. Moni- 
toring win be coordinated fry the 
National Optical Astronomy 
Observatories. 

Unbroken look ait mm 

“The sun will never set on this 
chain of instruments, making it 


possible for atronomers to obtain 
an uninterrupted series of 
observations, which are expected 
to yield the first detailed informa- 
tion on the structure and dyna- 
mics of the sun’s interior,” says 


John Leibacher, project scientist 
for the Global Oscillations Net- 
work Group (GONG) in Tucson, 
Ariz. 

A rotating nuclear furnace 
made up mostly of hydrogen and 
helium gases, the sun constantly 
emits energy. Periodically, 
magnetic fields develop on its 
surface in areas called sunspots, 
which appear darker because 
they are comparatively cooler. 

Associated with these disturb- 
ances, which last for weeks, are 
flares and arching streams of gas 
called prominences. Such activity 
affects earth’s magnetic field, 
atmosphere, and possibly dimate 
and weather. 

Other secrets may be found 
deep in the son’s core. There, in 
die nuclear fusion process, the 
nudd of hydrogen atoms collide, 
uniting to form helium nudei and 
giving off enormous amounts of 
energy. In one second, the sun 
gives off more energy than all 
humans have produced during 
their history on earth. 

By studying the oscillations 
leading to the sun’s interior, sci- 
entists may find ont exactly bow 


the sun burns hydrogen to form 
helium and heavier elements, a 
process that is still poorly under- 
stood. Moreover, helioseismolo- 
gy may shed more light on neutri- 
nos, peculiar particles that are 
produced in the sun’s burning 
core and in other stars. 

Experts have come up with 
theoretical models of just what 
takes place in the fusion process, 
but so tor they have been unable 
to detect all the neutrinos that are 
supposedly released in the pro- 
cess. 

“Experiments carried out in 
the last 20 years have shown only 
one-third the number of neutri- 
nos that theory predicted,” says 
Jay M. Pasachoff, professor of 
astronomy at W illiams College. 

Neutrinos almost never react 
with matter, largely because they 
are so insubstantial and cany no 
electric charge. They zip right 
throgh the earth at the speed of 
light. Few cosmologists paid 
attention to them until 1980, 
when Soviet and American ex- 
periments indicated that these 
supposedly massless points of 
energy might in feet have a small 
mass. 

If neutrinos do have any mass, 
however small, there are so many 
of them that they could account 
for as much as 90 per cent of the 
mass of the entire universe. 


‘Roman Holiday' gets a modern facelift 


By Alan Baldwin 

Renter 

ROME — “Roman Holiday”, 
the classic black and white 
romantic comedy that launched 
Audrey Hepburn as an interna- 
tional film star next to Gregory 
Peck, is being given a modern 
facelift for American television. 

But the revival of William Wyl- 
er’s light-hearted fable, which 
won Hepburn an Oscar in 1953 as 
best actress and added to the 
director’s feme as a perfectionist 
taskmaster, may raise a howl or 
to of an gnish from some film 
buffi. 

The original was one of the first 
major Hollywood films to be 
made in postwar Rome and capti- 
vated audiences with Hepburn’s 
style and aura of wide-eyed inno- 
cence. 

The new cast list may seem 
surprising: Hepburn’s role as a 
fresh-faced princess who slips 
away from her entourage to see 
the sights of Rome in secret fe 
taken by Catherine Oxenburg, 
better known for starring in the 
soap opera “Dynasty.” 

British actor Tom Conti, who 
has Scottish and Italian ancestry, 
is given the daunting task of 
following Peck’s performance as 
a reporter who sees the princess 
in the street and follows her. The 
two eventually fell in love after a 
series of innocent adventures. 

Conti, whose performance on 
Broadway in the play “Whose 
life is it Anyway?" won him a 
Tony award as best actor, said he 
was initially reluctant to make the 
film. 

“My first answer was no,” he 
told Reuters, relaxing in the 
shade during a break from filming 
on Rome's Spanish Steps last 
month. “Thank you very much. 
No. Gregory Peck — oh no." 

With groups of foreign tourists 
watching from nearby, Conti ex- 
plained hfe first reactions when 
asked to take the part. 

“I thought this fe really going 
where angels fear to tread, when 
people say ‘What are you 
doing?’ I say: ‘Well actually 
we're doing a remake of Roman 
Holiday' ... ‘Will yon be Greg- 
ory Peck?’ ...oh, my God,"’ he 
laughed. 

He he changed his mind 
after he saw the original again 
and thought bow much fun it 
looked. 

“You don’t want to be a sunf- 
lower all the time,” he said in a 
char acteristic use of metaphor. 
“Sometimes yon want to be a 
windmill — that’s the fan of this 


business, because it allows you to 
change, because it’s different." 

“This film fe a lollipop, its a 
piece of fluff, in musical terms its 
Rossini. It’s for enjoyment...” 
Conti said. 

“When things are had and peo- 
ple are unhappy its really our job 
to go into the market place and 
tefl them a story. That’s what an 
actor’s function is — to cheer 
them up. You can’t have unremit- 
ting gjoom,” he said. 

Oxenburg said she had always 
wanted to play in light comedy 
and was eager to shake off her 
“Dynasty’’ image: “I did not real- 
ly enjoy doing “Dynasty” very 
much towards the mid because I 
knew it was not really taking me 
anywhere." 

Producer Jerry Ludwig said he 
had tried to be careful in mod- 
ernising the script so as not to 
alienate those who remembered 
the old movie but also to win over 
a new generation. 

“If I’ve done it right, the audi- 
ence that remembers the old pic- 
ture won’t think I’ve done any- 
thing,” he said. 

Wyler took 12 weeks to film 
the movie on location in Rome, 
shooting some scenes as many as 
70 times in his quest for perfec- 
tion and even rebuilding the 
Spanish Steps indoors wheti the 
original proved inadequate for hfe 
needs. 

The remake, directed by Noel 
Nosseck, uses many of the Rome 
locations that made memorable 
scenes in the original, but is 
expected to take just a third of 
the time to make. Many of the 
interiors are also being filmed in 
Lisbon because Portugal is cheap- 
er and quieter than Rome. 

So much cheaper, in feet, that 
when the production team found 
one old set used by Wyler they 
carted it off to Portugal for film- 
ing rather than using it in Italy. 

In one scene on 'the banks of 
the river Tiber, Wyler used 80 arc 

S s to illuminate the scene, 
sound man AJdo de Martino 
who worked on the original as 
well as helping with the new 
version. The remake takes place 
inside a discotheque. 

Conti’s role has also been 
change d since the days erf Peck. 

“Tom plays a reporter who has 
been in Angola, Afghanistan, 
Nicaragua, El Salvador, and 
Beirut. I think he figured out it 
was about half-a-dozen wars,” 
Ludwig told Reuters. 

“The old movie was enter 
Gregory peck. Period. That was 
the characterisation," Ludwig 
said. “Peck was a star from the 
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Actress Catherine Oxenburg and actor Tom Cadi in the new version 
of ‘Roman Holiday’ 


old school and you could crack 
the veneer with a hammer. Conti 
is a real human being,” the pro- 
ducer-scriptwriter added. 
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Wyler," Ludwig said. “He did 
not have many regrets but said he 
always regretted not making this 
film in colour. Well, now we are 
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“Some years ago 1 worked with doing just that.” 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


EVERY 

DAY 


PEOPLE WHO WEED 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away avaOaMe 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 
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False rumours 

A LETTER from a “concerned mother” has brought to my 
attention a rumour circulating in Amman thpt the bacteria 
responsible tor meningitis has been found in the swimming pools of 
the etty’s social dobs. 

My reader's concern, being a mother, is that children using 
those pools, might catch this serious fitness. Rumours, it seems, 
flourish in this town, at a high speed. Thai fe why I fed it necessary 
to communicate to you the resdt of my personal investigation on 
the matter. 

First of afl, as physicians told me, the danger of any disease 
being transmitted via water would only be hi the case of 
raxHcontroDed pools; Small neglected pools without chlorine in the 
water. In the case of Amman’s social dubs that are regularly 
controlled and weB-supervised, the chances of catching any kind of 
disease are rare. 

On the other hand, I personally investigated and found that 
samples from public pools are regularly taken by the Ministry of 
Health for checks. Most pools use chlorine to ptaify water. People 
complain that chlorine is added hi big quantities, causing allergies 
to children with sensitive ddn. Chibs’ o fficials say that they are 
forced to add higher quantities of chlorine because their clients do 
not apply the dubs’ hygienic rules. Big signs ask the member* and 
guests to shown- before getting into the pool, bat few really do, 
officials at those dobs maintain. Based on afi of this I see no reason 
for panic. We should not snbmit to these rumours and deprive our 
children of the fun of swimming. The Ministry of Health seems to 
be doing a good job. Bat is might not be bad idea if the ministry 
would wage an awareness campaign to warn people when a 
warning is doe or to eakn their minds when a fdse rumour 
drculates. 


Vietnam learns to take it 
easy after decades of war 


By Joseph de Rienzo 

Reuter 

HO CHI MINH CITY — Viet- 
nam has an image as Asia’s lean 
martial state — the war machine 
which humbled the armies of 
both France and the United 
States. 

But that picture fe misleading: 
The country is not all work and 
no play. 

There are body builders at a 
sweltering Dong Khoi street gym 
here concentrating on more than 
just getting into shape to better 
serve then* Co mmunis t home- 
land. 

.They spend their leisure time 
sculpting their physiques. 

Musdeman Nguyen Van Tam 
and some of the 50 members of 
his group willingly flexed for the 
camera under a portrait of gaunt 
nation-builder Ho Chi Minn. 

Tam was almost apologetic: 
“We’re not up to international 
standards yet. We could use more 
protein and modem equipment.” 

After finishing work in factor- 
ies or government buildings, 
women workers crank up disco 
music on cassette players and 
sweat through aerobics routines. 

Tam did not know of any 
women musde-btrilders. “They 
do aesthetic exercises to build 
busts and slim waists.” 

Here as well as in the capital 
Hanoi, Vietnam’s sentimental, 
and playful streak is easy to see - 
especially after sundown. 

Everyone seems to take to 
bicydes at dusk. 

Visitors should be warned not 
to get caught between the Ho Chi 
Mmh City cathedral and the river 
without a bike on Sunday nights 
— no pedestrian could survive. 

The same goes for the roads 
ringing Hanoi’s numerous lakes 
ana parks on any evening, but the 
pace is more sedate. 

Hanoi has the reputation of 
being a dour city. Yet it’s hard to 
find a park bench at night without 
at least one couple cuddling, and 
not for warmth. 

Coffee shops in both cities are 
crowded. Most are simple side- 
walk affairs, but others offer au- 
dio and some video fere indoors. 
Patrons are young and often have 
drunk a good deal of beer. 

Locals and Europeans, mostly 
Soviet-bloc diplomats, mix at Ho 
Chi Mmh City's Rex Hotel or 




/ CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


ARAMEX 
AIR CARGO 


l turf 

YES... 

FOR ALL YOUR SHIPMENTS 
BY AIR TO/FROM JORDAN. 
WE CAN HELP YOU IF YOU 
GIVE US A CALL 

ARAMEX 
AIR CARGO 

Officer DuMtwr NewmMer St 
TaL 660507/8. Taler ZM 29/jgQ8l Jo 


Hanoi’s open-air International 
Club for dancing to enthusiastic if 
not polished dance combos. 

Those diversions are certainly 
for the elite. But for the Jess 
affluent, music and drama per- 
formances and cinemas are popu- 
lar and affordable — about the 
cost of a loaf of bread. 

The new era of reform that 
Hanoi leadership appears deter- 
mined to encourage is reflected in 
this relaxed atmosphere. 

Actors at run-down theatres 
and new state cultural halls de- 
light audiences with subtle jibes 
at corruption and inefficiency in 
the Communist Party 
bureaucracy. 

At a recent performance of 
traditional Vietnamese opera, & 
gust of applause greeted the ad 
lib line: “It’s not just robbers and 
burglars who must be punished.'' 

“They wouldn’t have dared do 
that last year,” said one official. 

Entertainers who made their 
nam e before the 1975 Communist 
victory over capitalist Sooth Viet- 
nam are still popular. 

Folk singer Hong Van and 
musician Pham Trong Can said 
renowned artists had been given 
houses, cars and stipends by the 
state to encourage them to stay in 
a Vietnam united under Com- 
munism. 

Van, who once had roses and 
cash showered upon her in tea 
bouses by leaders of the southern 
regime, was equally liked by the 
late Communist party chief Le 
Duan. 

“She was appreciated by the 
south and north. But the south- 
ern leaders’ ears weren’t as discri- 
minating said Cau. 

Cau, who lost a leg fighting 
against French colonial forces in 
1953, was jailed in the south for 
three years before the Commun- 
ist takeover. He now travels the 
country composing and per- 
forming. 

His main complaint is that 
Vietnam does not have a sym- 
phony orchestra. 

Vietnamese can buy cheap 
locally-made guitars ana the in- 
struments are common in towns 
and in the countryside. 

Many factories have their own 
combos which play love songs 
along with production themes 
such as one current chart-buster, 
a paean to the mighty Tri An 
hydroelectric dam. 




CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 
Korean Bar-B-G 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-awaysenik* 

Open daily Noon -3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight. 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilab Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


CORFU 

The First and Only Greek 
SRestaurant In Jordan E 
E3 tonight B 

S AND EVERY MGM B 


'livtf 


AA«* sit * 


ZORBATHE GREEK. 

LOCATED 

jflBAL AMMAN 2ND CIRCLE 
OPP FPENCH l OOF 

TFl 64T5CS COVfB LHCHIjl 


l- 


•V 
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Sports 


audis call urgent Arab sports 
session over Iraq soccer ban 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — The chairman of 
the Arab Football Federation (AFF), Prince Faisal 
Ibn Fahd, has summoned Arab sports officials to an 
emergency meeting to discuss a soccer ban on Iraq 
because of the Gulf war, aides reported Wednesday. 


The meeting is scheduled for 
July 24 at the federation's head- 
quarters in Saudi Arabia's capit- 
al, Riyadh, the aides said. 

The prince called the session 
after Iraqi Youth and Sports 
Minister Nuri Faisal Shahir re- 
quested an urgent meeting of the 
federation to discuss a ban by the 
International Football Associa- 
tion, FIFA, on holding soccer 
matches in Iraq. 

Iraq has been at war with 


neighbouring Iran since Septem- 
ber 1980 and FIFA considers 
Baghdad unsafe. 

FIFA has ruled that interna- 
tional games involving Iraq and 
Iran, such as World Cop elimina- 
tion matches, be played outside 
the two countries. 

But the new ruling has been 
widened to include soccer tourna- 
ments that Iraq would host, such 
as the Palestine Cup which is held 
every two years among Arab 


countries. 

The tournament carries strong 
political tones as it underlines 
-Arab countries’ backing for the 
P alestinian cause. 

Faisal's deputy, Saleh Ibn Nas- 
ser, said that holding the Pales- 
tine Cup on schedule was of 
“major concern" to Faisal, son of 
King Fahd. 

Faisal's aides disclosed that he 
has contacted FIFA executives, 
Arab football associations and 
the Arab League on the FIFA 
ban, which was adopted by 16 
votes to 4 in Zurich June 11. 

It has reportedly drawn sharp 
reaction from Arab associations. 

The Iraqi request submitted to 
FIFA to hold the Palestine Cup in 


Baghdad from Aug. 15-30 had 
been backed by Arab and Asian 
football federations. 

Saudi Arabia’s Abdullah A1 
Dahl, who voted in favour of the 
arrangement in Zorich, said then 
that the Palestine Cup tourna- 
ment was a “purely pan-Arab 
occasion and the meet was en- 
dorsed by the Council of Arab 
Ministers for Youth and Sports in 
Baghdad." 

Asked if Jordan should be con- 
sidered as an alternative venue, 
assistant federation chairman, 
Waieed Kurtti, said that no other 
Arab country has so for offered to 
host the tournament. 

“It all depends on the July 24 
meeting," he said. 


Maleeva 
crashes out in 
Belgian Open 

KNOKKE, Belgium (R) — Top 
seed Manuela Maleeva of Bulgar- 
ia crashed out in the first round of 
the $75,000 Belgian Open 
women’s tennis tournament 
Tuesday night 

Maleeva, ranked nine in the 
world, went down to the 10-year- 
old unseeded Federica Bonsig- 
nori of Italy 6-3, 1-6, 6-3 in two 
hours 30 minutes. 

The defeat was another dis- 
appointment for the Bulgarian 
who was seeded seven at Wimble- 
don but lost in the second round 
to Australia’s Dianne Balestrat in 
straight sets. 


Top-seeded Leconte ousted in 
first round in Swiss Open 


GSTAAD, Switzerland (AP) — 
Sweden’s Hendrik Sundstroem 
came from behind to upset top- 
seeded Henri - Leconte 3-6, 6-2, 
6-4 in another first-round shocker 
Tuesday in the $231,000 Swiss 
Open tennis tournament, leaving 
only four survivors among the 
eight seeds. 

Sundstroem, ranked 115th in 
the world against Leconte's 12, 
had a slow start. But his control 
of the second set, interrupted 
briefly by rain, left little doubt 
about the outcome of the two- 
hour match. 

The Swede's seeded country- 
men equally moved ahead. 
Mikael Pemfors, five, took care 


of the leading Swiss player, Jakob 
Hlasek, 6-2, 6-4 and Anders . Jar- 
ryd, six, defeated Roland Stadler, 
also of Switzerland 6-3, 6-4. 

Third-seeded Emilio Sanchez 
of Spain also had little trouble in 
disposing of Johan Kriek, United 
States, 6-1, 6-4. 

The fourth seed to be ousted 
was India's Ramesh Krishnan, 
number seven, who went down 
against Haiti’s Ronald' Agenor, 
3-6, 3-6. 

The upsets followed the ouster 
Monday -of the two American 
seeds. Brad Gilbert, number two, 
and Kevin Curreh, four. The last 
American entry in the tourna- 
ment dropped out Tuesday 


Leeds, Spurs 
fans travel 
barred 

LONDON (AP) — England’s 
soccer chiefs have barred Euro- 

C ean exhibition trips this summer 
y two chibs whose forts have 
been involved in game-related 
violence. 

The football association said it 
was unable to sanction the prop- 
osed trips by First-Division Tot- 
tenham Hotspur and Second-Di- 
vision Leeds United “under the 
prevailing circumstances.” 

The Spurs were to have played 
in The Netherlands, while Leeds 
was scheduled to play in West 
Germany. 


Argentina’s soccer team in for a 
showdown against arch rival Uruguay 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — World 
champions Argentina, led by soc- 
cer superstar Diego Maradona, 
clash with arch rivals Uruguay 
here on Thursday for a place in 
the final of the South American 
Cup. 

Argentina hopes to repeat their 
World Cup win over their tradi- 


tional rivals from across the River 
Plate to keep Uruguay’s parti- 
cipation in the tournament down 
to just one match. 

Uruguay, which will field a 
much-changed side from that 
which lost 1-0 to Argentina in the 
second round of the World Cup' 
in Mexico a year ago, were given 


a bye into the semifinals as title 
holders. 

With star forward Enzo Fran- 
cescoli at the helm, Uruguay can- 
not be taken lightly. 

But Argentina, with some new 
faces, are steadily improving 
■under the influence of Maradona 
and look good enough to add the 


South American title to their 
world crown, especially after 
Chile’s shock elimination of 
Brazil. 

Maradona scored three of their 
four goals in the qualifying 
round, including a brilliant free 
kick in the 3-0 victory over 
Ecuador last Saturday. 


FOR RENT 

A luxuriously furnished 3 bedroom apt with American fur- 
nishings and decor. 2 bathrooms, 2 balconies and spacious 
kitchen. Complete household appliances inc.; washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, colour T.V., V.C.R., telephone, central heating and 
wall-to-wall shag carpeting. Furnished 3 bedroom flat (ground 
level) also available. 

Enquiries: 662337 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment in Shmeisani, near Haya Centre, 
consisting of two bedrooms, a joint living & dining room, fully 
carpeted, & centrally heated with tel. & col. T.V. 

If interested contact, daily tel. no. 666987 


Hug attempt , 
fistfight 
take Tyson 
to court 

LOS ANGELES (R) — -World 
heavyweight boxing champion 
Mike Tyson was charged with 
assault with a deadly weapon — 
Sis fists — and battery after he 
allegedly tried to kiss a woman 
parking attendant and hit her 
supervisor, a prosecutor’s spokes- 
man has said. 

If found guilty, Tyson, the 
youngest heavyweight world 
champion in history, could be 
sentenced to up to 18 months in 
jail and fined $12,000. 

The 21-year-old American, 
who was charged late on Monday,' 
was alleged to have grabbed 
attendant Tabita Gonzalez, 18, in 
a bear hug in the parking lot of 
the Greek Theatre on June 21 
after attending a concert by the 
rap-rock group Run-DMC. 

Mike Qualls, a spokesman for 
the Los Angeles aty attorney’s 
office, alleged that Tyson said 
something like “give me a kiss" 
and Gonzalez struggled to get 
away, attracting the attention of 
her supervisor, Jonathan Ca- 
sares. 



Tyson... only a gun can stop 

him 

Police Lieutenant David 
Waterman said Tyson allegedly 
threw a concert T-shirt at Ca- 
sares, 20, and struck him in the 
mouth. He said Casares suffered 
a cut lip and an injured nose. 

Tyson, who gave an address in 
the Catskills Mountains of New 
York State, is due to be arrainged 
on August 26. 

Tyson ' bolds both the World 
Boxing Council (WBC) and 
World Boxing Association; 
(WBA) heavyweight crowns and 
is scheduled to meet American 
Tony Tucker on August 1 in Las 
Vegas for the undisputed world 
heavyweight tide. He successfully 
retained his crowns last May 
against countryman Pinklon 
Thomas. 


FOR RENT 


Furnished or unfurnished roof, 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, open 
large kitchen, spacious living area, dining room, located 
near 7th Circle. 

Tel: 819165 


Friday 






Enjoy Amman by rail, aride on the Early 
Century Train will take you to JIZA through 
the green Country side oi the Capital. 


2 coprouse Meals: 
Adults J.D.6.5 Children J.D.4.25 
full open Buffet at 
ALIA GATEWAY HOTEL 
Train Leaves Al Mahatta station 
at 1 1 AM and back at 4 P.M 

Safe parking available at station 



CLEANING 


f 

SERVICES 

* 



Fast $ Efficient ^ Reliable 

Professional Cleaning for : 

* Carpet Shampooing 

* FloorTreatment 

* Window Cleaning 

* Toilet and Bathroom 
*Spots and Stains 

Carried Out By Qualified & 
Experienced Staff Who Care 

HAVING TRIEP US /OU'LL RECOMMEND US. ; 





ELECTROLUX JORDAN TRADING Co.Ltd 
P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 




Once at the Hotel.. 
Enjoy.. OUR TALK of 
THE TOWN. BRUNCH. 


Tel. 08/51000 

ana 


?? HDtEI 



LOOKING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION?: Al played within the Premier Division Soccer Cham- 
Baqa’ goalie Fatfai Abu Dan moves to hit the ball pioaships, was won by Al Faisafi 1-0 (photo by 
back in defending his net daring a match played Abdallah Ayyoub) 

Wednesday against Al Fabali team. The match. 


Los Angeles reiterates offer to host Olympics 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Harry 
Usher, one of the architects of 
the extremely successful 1984 
Olympics in Los Angeles, be- 
lieves the city could have hosted 
the games next summer should 
such an emergency situation have 
arisen. 

But Anita Defrantz, the presi- 
dent of the Amateur Athletic 
Foundation (AAF) of Los 
Angeles and one of two Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) 
representatives to the United 
States, isn't so sure that such a 
task could have been undertaken. 

And Amy Quinn, the press 
secretary of the 1984 games, inti- 
mated that she wouldn't have 
wanted to see such an attempt 
made for aesthetic reasons. 

In answer to a hypothetical 
question, Usher, the executive 
vice president and general mana- 
of the 1984 games, said Tues- 
y that time would have been 
the main opponent of such an 
undertaking by Los Angeles. 

To Defrantz, time would have 
probably been too formidable an 
opponent. 

'The one thing I’m concerned 
about is the manpower in Los 
Angeles to take care of it,” Usher 
said. "We have a tremendous 
number ofpeople who could get 
it done. "The question is timing,, 
money, but not people power.” 

“Said Defrantz: “That’s a real 


tough question, could it have 
been done." 

"I think it would have taken 
maybe an extra year to get it 
done." 

Mayor Tom Bradley said last 
month be had spoken in- 
formally with IOC officials about 
using Los Angeles as an alternate 
site for the 1988 Summer Games 
if the political situation in Seoul, 
South Korea, made it impossible 
for the 1988 Summer Olympics to 
be held there 

On Tuesday, however, IOC 
President Juan Antonio Samar- 


anch said if the games could not 
be held in Seoul, they would not 
be held at all. 

Usher was asked to comment 
on the hypothetical question. 

“The question is really framed, 
should there be no Olympics in 
1988 or should there be one 
where you could continue tradi- 
tion," Usher said. “If you acted 
pretty soon, it could be done (in 
Los Angeles). 

“It’s nor gping to be as perfect, 
it’s not going to be as weD- 
planned because of tbe time 
problems, but it could be done.” 


Algeria, Qatar set to reap more 
gold medals in Arab meeting 


ALGIERS (R) — Hosts Algeria 
entered the thrid day of competi- 
tions in the Arab athletics cham- 
pionships Wednesday night h 
mg to maintain their gold me 
lead. 

The Algerians will look to 
Sarnia Djamma in the women's 
javelin to chnch their 10th gold 
-medal after compatriot Yassmina 
Azizi won the ninth in Tuesday 
night’s 100 metres hurdles, her 
second in the four-day cham- 
pionships. 

Azizi won her first gold medal 
in the long jump with a 13.82- 
metre leap that narrowly edged 
her compatriot Nassira Zaaboub 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY NEEDED 

An American company in Amman is jn need for a full-time 
experienced Executive Secretary. Fluent in Arabic and 
English. Capable of typing skillfully in both languages. 
Familiar with telex machine, facsimile and word pro- 
cessor. 

Send CV mentioning telephone number to P.O. 
Box 926871, Amman. 


for first place. 

Djamma is the first African 
woman to throw the javelin over 
60 metres with a career best 
effort, achieved in Moscow, 
standing at 61.28 metres. She 
should face what amounts to sym- 
bolic opposition in Wednesday's 
final in the July 5th Stadium. 

Hakim Toumi is another Alge- 
rian virtually assured of a gold 
medal on Wednesday night in tbe 
hammer. His mark for the event 
stands at 71.52 metres and 
Kuwait's 22-year-old Walid Al- 
Bekbeit should win a bronze or a 
silver. 

But it is another Algerian, 
Sheriff Habib, who will have to 
produce his best against Tunisia’s 
Fethy Baccousbe to make it a 
triple for the hosts in the stee- 
plechase. 

Qatar, already with two gold 
medals from the men's 100 
metres and long jump, are strong 
favourites to win the men's 200 
metres and the 4x100 relay. 

Moroccan Olympic Champion 
Nawal Al-Moutawakil took her 
first gold medal inthe event Tues- 
day night with an easy win in the 
400 metres hurdles. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of large salon comprising living room, guest 
room and dining room, two bedrooms each provided with 
double-bed, glassed-in veranda overlooking street, kitch- 
en with all electrical appliances, T.V., video, folly automa- 
tic washing machine, with new deluxe furniture, private 
telephone and central heating. 

Location: Fifth Circle Al Sayyab Str., No. 26 

Call: 812440, 814462 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one 
bedroom and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colourT.V., 
central heating, telephone. 
Two locations. Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 after 
2 p.m. 


NOTICE TO AUSTRALIANS 
ELECTION DAY IS It JULY, 1987 


A general election for the Australian House of Representa- 
tives and the Senate will be heJd on Saturday 11 July, 
1987. 

Apply now for a postal vote. 

If you are enrolled on the Australian Federal Electoral roll 
and you are travelling or are temporarily resident in Jordan 
and will not be returning to Australia before election day 
you may apply for a postal vote. 

Postal voting facilities and a list of candidates are 
available at the Australian embassy between 4th and 5th 
Circles - Jabal Amman - Telephone 673246^7. The 
embassy is open from 0800 - 1300 hours daily Sunday - 
Thursday inclusive. 

Remember voting is compulsory. 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 

Roof, semi-villa, furnished deluxe for rent with all facilities 
and independent services 1 , as well as telephone. 
Location: Shmeisani near the Birds Garden. 

For more information, please contact Tel. no: 
602452 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT— 
AMMAN 

University area; four bedrooms, maid's room, three 
bathrooms, living and dining rooms and salon; carport, 
large garden, central heating, water cistern, telephone. 

Call: 844870 


FOR SALE 

Spinet Organ (Thomas) with stool, Yamaha Spanish 
guitar. 

N.B.: No reasonable offer refused 
Please call 675475 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment consisting of two bedrooms. L- 
shaped hall, bathroom with an extra toilet, a larae kitchen 
and a separate direct telephone, it is located'' opposite 
Shmeisani Bookshop. 

For further information, please contact Mr. Marar. 
phone: 661049. 


if 


v 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


ABOUT LAST 
NIGHT 

PnfonimKn J .30. 0 . 1 X 1 . B JO. 1D-J0 



Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625153 


CROCODILE 
DUNDEE 



Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 675573 


HIGGLES 


feriunuroa VJO.fcll.KM. Ifc.W 



[Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 67557 n f Cinema Tel: »C2 1 

RAGHADAN 


OUT OF 
BOUNDS 

l PerfwmwKCT 10-fll 



NINJA 

DESTROYED 


VeiUifiun*-* 11-U. 3;j5. 5:45. 8:15# 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates far 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
'the London foreign exchange and bullion markets on Wednesday. 

7 One Sterling 1.6155/65 U.S. dollars 

••One U.S. dollar '• 1.3227/32 Canadian dollar 

West German marks 
Dutch gadders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lira 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 

— — Danish crowns 

One ounce of mid 442.00/442.50 U.S. dollars 


Steriing 1.6155/65 
U.S, dollar 1.3227/32 
1.S45Q/60 
2.0765/75 
‘ ' 1.5415/25 

38.20/25 
■6.1430/60 
. 1335/1336 
. .’ 150.55/65 
■ ; 6.4200/50 

6.7375/7425 
6.9975,7.0025 
ounce of gold 442.00/442.50 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


.LONDON (R) — Equities stood mixed but with an easier bias in 
late trading as operators took profits at the end of the account, in 
the wake of the recent record-breaking run. 

One dealer suggested the market was displaying “typical 
end-of-account blues,” pointing out that a lack of corporate news, 
together with Wall Street's uninspiring early trend, accelerated 
the sell-off during the afternoon session. 

Dealers also noted renewed fears of farther cash calls on the 
market after articles m the midday press estimating a £4 billion 
queue for funds. At 1430 GMT the FTSE 100 was down 12.8 
pants at 2352.6 after an all-time high of 2,375.9. 

Many dealers noted good U.S. interest, particularly among the 
perennial U.S. favourites such as Glaxo, up 29p to 1,763, ICI 9p 
high er at 1,513, Jaguar 12p better at 562 and Reuters 5p higher at 

They also noted some speculation that Japanese funds were 
finding their way into London equities via Wall Street. They 
pointed ont that Wall Street closed strongly on Tuesday while the 
Tokyo stock market scored its fifth successive decline. 






from the Carroll Rlghlar Institute 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, JULY 9. 1987 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: Make travel ar- 
rangements today for business or vacation purposes. 
Rely oh insight to help you achieve your goals. Tonight 
stop and consider your progress. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Handle long-distance 
correspondence, and consider the time element if the 
delivery date is very important. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You’ll get fine results 
if you show your romantic nature to a loved one. Bealert 
to business opportunities today. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) An above-board part- 
ner will have great ideas and fine advice. This hefr> can 
bring you much success if you listen. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) A prominent 
person can give you a big boost if approached wisely. 
Use your talents to increase your income. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 22) Now is the time to get into 
that new activity which you've been eager to experience. 
Make your plans for this matter early. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Entertaining guests 
would be fine today, but very bad tonight. Concern 
yourself with important personal matters. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) A generous friend can 
provide you with great advice about how to advance on. 
a current opportunity. Talk it through. 

SCORPIO lOct. 23 to Nov. 21) Think big if you're after 
a big success and let people see your abilities. Clear up 
your p aper work privately this evening. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) If you plan your 
time wisely, you may be able to investigate a new pro- 
ject which would be highly beneficial. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Try to straighten 
out a problem with a loved one, but keep it confiden- 
tial. Improve your credit rating tonight. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) An associate can give 
you good advice on how to make a venture with your 
friends very successful and pleasing. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) An annoying situation 
at home can be resolved with the help of an expert and 
the cooperation of your family. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have a wonderful imagination, and shook! be encouraged 
to put new ideas into motion. Be sure to give your child 
plenty of praise for outstanding accomplishments. Your 
son or daughter should be schooled in languages and 
manners, since he or she will travel much. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. JULY 10, 1967 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A change of attitude will 
be necessary if you are to keep up with the swiftly- 
moving conditions around you. The hill moon may create 
a tendency for strange mood swings. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Correspondence may 
bring up new situations, but try to concentrate on resolv- 
ing old ones which have been put off. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Improve your proficien- 
cy in n«nwg modern avenues of expression. A situati o n 
. which arises can be beneficial. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Be direct in stating your 
ideas for changes in business. Good results and a fine 
agreement will be reached. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) A good 
amount of work can be accomplished if you apply 
yourself. Keep your promises to the letter. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 22) Make arrangements for your 
weekend activities this morning, but keep up with 
necessary business duties. 

VIRGO (Aug 22 to Sept. 22) Don’t put your femfly 
in an angry mood this morning. Tonight, decide on how 
to improve your relationship with your mate. . 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) Finish with an important 
report before returning calls. Entertain guests tonight, 
but definitely avoid gossips. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Deride on a course of 
action to handle a responsibility you’ve been neglecting. 
Get your property fixed up today. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Seeking advice 
from a financi al expert would be a very wise move. Im* 
prove your personal appearance. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Clear up an annoy- 
ing situation and be done with it. Be sure not to waste 
any money on things you don’t need. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 toFeb. 19) Try your best to pre- 
vent an argument between your mate and a long time 
friend. Keep your fidelity intact 
PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Your family a happiness 
is your first priority. Recreation with friends can wait 
until this is achieved. .... , 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY „ he or she will 
have a hanger for knowledge which will prove very 
helpfuL Your son or daughter will be verv serious and 
burinesslike, and could be very successful, so plan now 
for a good education. Teach your chBd while young that 
a Mad word is stronger than sarcasm. 


Manila modifies tax system 


MANILA (R) — The Philippines 
is to introduce a wide-ranging 10 
per cent value added tax (VAT) 
from Jan. 1, replacing a complex 
existing sales tax system, officials 
said Wednesday. 

Bureau of Internal Revenue 
Commissioner Benjamin Tan 
told reporters the tax had been 
by the cabinet and a 
should be signed soon by 
President Corazon Aquino. 

The new tax will replace the 
present four-tiered sales tax 
structure, which varies between 
10 and 30 per cent, Mr. Tan said. 

He said the government ex- 
pected a minimum 1.5 bdUoQ 
peso ($75 million) increase in re- 
venue next year through the new 
tax, which be said would also ease 
the tax burden on consumers. 

The tax is projected to raise 
about 27.5 million pesos ($1.3 
million) in a full year, against 
about 11 million ($550,000) now 
collected from the sales tax sys- 
tem. Mr. Tan said revenue in- 
crease figures allowed for first 
year “slippage" of up to 50 per 
cent 

He said small companies with 
gross sales of less than 200,000 
pesos ($10,000) would be ex- 
empted, but the government ex- 
pected to raise more revenue be- 
cause of a broadened tax base. 

“The bottom line is that it would 
help the consumers because of 
lower prices of merchandise,’' 
Mr. Tan said. 

Total government revenue last 


year amounted to 79.1 billion 
pesos ($3.9 billion} compared 
with 69 billion pesos ($3.4 billion) 
in 1985. 

Among those to be affected by 
the new taxes are importers, 
manufacturers, producers, trad- 
ers, wholesalers and service com- 
panies such as brokerages and 
contractors. 

Deputy Press Secretary Ben 
David said Mrs. Aquino was ex- 
pected to sagu the decree im- 
plementing the new tax scheme 
before the opening of congress on 
July 27. 

A draft of the executive order 
imposing the new tax said rice 
would be exempt from the value 
added tax, along with education 
and medical services. Other food 
and clothing would be subject to 
the tax. 

A copy of the cabinet brief 
obtained by Renters said the new 
tax would “apply to all levels of 
production ana distribution until 
it reaches the final consumer 
(covering) not only tbs sale of 
goods at original and subsequent 
sales but also the sale of selected 
services.” 

The announcement of the tax 
snitch took many analysts by 
surprise. There bad been hints 
that such a move was under con- 
sideration but no wide-scale de- 
bate. 

A sweeping code covering fore- 
ign investments is expected to be 
announced later this month. 


Jakarta curbs money supply 


JAKARTA (R) — The Indone- 
sian government has withdrawn a 
massive amount of rupiah de- 
posits from state banks forcing a 
big sell-off of the dollar and 
sending interbank call money 
rates as high as 40 per cent, 
bankers said Wednesday. 

The government withdrew 800 
Union rupiah (almost $500 mil- 
lion) in time deposits and other 
accounts owned by four big state- 
owned firms, including the giant 
Pertamina ofl company, National 
Development Planning Minister 
Johannes Smnarlin said earlier. 

The move was intended to stop 
the near-panic buying of dollars 
which had hit the banking system 
in May and Jane, Mr. Sbmariin 
said. 

The huge rupiah withdrawal 
prevented state banks from lend- 
ing rupiah to private banks and 
business speculators who had 
been borrowing heavily to buy 
dollars.. _ str.! . . 

The move .abopushed over- 
night interbank call money rates 
to between 35 and 40 per cent, 
and has effectively dried up the 
credit market here, bankers said. 


The interbank rate is what banks 
charge each other for borrowing 
money. 

One Indonesian state bank 
official said that banks may have 
to revenge on some loan commit- 
ments ifthe government did not 
soon end its policy of severely 
restricting money supply. 

But Bank Central Asia Chief 
Director Mochtar Riady told re- 
porters Tuesday the government 
should continue its “shock ther- 
apy” until two billion rupiah, or 

was* sucked back to the^^^al 
bank. 

He said the industrial sector 
would be temporarily hurt by the 
now prohibitive cost of money, 
but strong medicine was needed 
to bring stability to Jakarta’s 
volatile money markets over the 
long run. 

The doUar-buying spree, feed- 
ing on rumours of devaluation or 
posable controls on foreign cur- 
rency, began in early May and 
rolled on through the middle of 
June. Gross dollar sales reached 
$1.7 billion during that time. 


Price of coffee drops sharply 

LONDON (AP) — The price of coffee on the London market 
dropped Tuesday to its lowest level for five years following news 
that Brazil is offering beans for sale more cheaply, traders said. 

At the low, coffee for September delivery was trading at 1,210 
pounds a tonne, a drop of 50 pounds on Monday's best price and 20 
pounds below tire previous five-year low in early April. 

“The setback was triggered by the news that Brazil is offering 
coffee at more competitive prices,'’ said trader Robert Leftwitch. 

Analysts said the move by Brazil, the world’s biggest producer 
and exporter of coffee, further weakened a market already 
undermined by statistical evidence of oveisuppty during the next 12 
months. 

Last month, the U.S. Department of Agriculture forecast a rise 
of 27 per cent in world production in die current 1987-88 season to 
97.8 mfllian bags- One bag equals 60 kilogrammes, or 132 pounds . 


London expects to raise $2b 
from sale of 7 major airports 


LONDON (R) — The govern- 
ment said Wednesday its sale this 
month of seven major British 
airports — the latest step in 
Prune Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er’s privatisation programme — 
would raise £1.23 billion ($1.99 
billion) for the state coffers. 

Announcing the offer’s 
formula, it said it would sell 
million shares of BAA Pic., 
formerly the British Airports Au- 
thority, with over half going to 
the public at £245 ($3.97) each.. 

Of the total, 115 milli on would 
be sold in advance to financial 
institutions and the remaining 125 
million would be sold through a 
tender, at a minimum of £2.45 
($3.97). The price was in line with 
share analysts' forecasts. 

The government decided to use 
a tender after financial institu- 
tions complained that the heavy 
oversubscription of earlier priva- 
tisations. including British Tele- 
com, British Gas and British Air- 
ways, left diem with hardly any 
shares. 

Under the tender system, the 
price bid for minimum applica- 
tions of 1,000 shares will be the 
price paid, with the highest offers 
winning. 

BAA runs Heathrow, Gatwick 
and Stanstead airports, all in the 
London area, and the civil facili- 
ties at Edinburgh, Glassgow, Pre- 
stwick and Aberdeen, all in Scot- 
land. 


Die company will become the 
world’s first publicly traded air- 
ports operator when trading in 
the shares begins on Juljr 28. The 
share offer starts on Friday and 
closes on July 16. 

BAA makes money from fees 
paid by airlines and by conces- 
sionaires operating car parks, 
duty-free shops and restaurants at 
the airports. Last month, it re- 
ported that pre-tax profits for the 
year ended March 31 rose 10.5 
per cent to £84 million ($136 
million). 

BAA chairman Sir Norman 
Payne said profits improved in 
the second half of the year, after 
being depressed last year when 
fears of terrorism in Europe and 
the Chernobyl nuclear disaster in 
the Soviet Union sharply cut 
tourism from the United States. 

In ber eight years in power, 
Mrs. Thatcher has denationalised 
more than a third of state-owned 
industries and the number of 
share owners in Britain has tre- 
bled to 9.5 million out of a 
tion of about 56 million, 
government is planning to 
sell foe country's water utility 
later this year. 

Among toe state enterprises 
which have already been sold off 
to toe public are British Airways 
Pic, the British Gas Pic, Natural 
Gas Utility, British Telecoms Pic 
and aeroengine maker Rolls- 
Royce Pic. 
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Bulgaria allows more reforms 


VIENNA, Austria (AP) — The 
Bulgarian national assembly has 
adopted a declaration which will 
facilitate decentralisation, giving 
more decision-making power to 
municipalities, the state BTA 
news agency, said Tuesday. 

Bulgaria, traditionally the 
Soviet Union’s staunchest ally 
among toe Warsaw Pact nations, 
initiated its economic reform 
programme in 1986, and intends 
to complete it late tins year. 

BTA announced Monday that 
toe council of ministers of social- 
ist properly to the workers, a 
process which is to be completed 
by Sept. 30. 

In a departure from traditional 
socialist central planning, Tues- 
day's declaration said municipali- 
ties will have a say in determining 
toe structure of production, ana 
the right to organise the construc- 
tion of small and medium-size 
enterprises, BTA said. 


The municipality must also be- 
come self-supporting and “self- 
developing” Irased on its income 
and expenses. It will be responsi- 
ble for full employment of the 
population as well as for "housing 
construction, be alto services and 
education, the news agency 
added. 

The state will, however, con- 
tinue to support “economically 
underdeveloped” municipalities 
with subsidies and new means of 
earning income. 

Each municipality must “pre- 
serve and multiply socialist prop- 
erty,” maintain public order and 
defend citizens' rights, the news 
agency said. 

According to BTA, citizens 
will have the right to directly 
participate in resolving important 
questions concerning the munici- 
pality through consultations, re- 
ferendums, general meetings and 
open sessions. 


Tanzania to get $1. 9b in aid 


PARIS (R) — Major donors have 
pledged $1.93 billion in aid to 
Tanzania for 1987-38, Finance 
Minister Qeopa Msuya said here 
Tuesday. 

“I would have liked to have got 
more but I am satisfied until the 
result. It is a satisfactory arrange- 
ment until die economy picks 
up,” Mir. Msuya told a news 
conference here after a two-day 
meeting with 21 countries and 
donor agencies making up toe 
consultative group for Tanzania. 

Mr. Sven Sandstrom, the 
World Bank’s southern Africa 
director, said the commitments, 
broken down into $955 million 
for 1987 and $978 minion in 1988, 
were dearly an increase over the 
$800 million pledged last year for 
1987. 


He said about half toe 1987-88 
total would represent grants. 
“This shows toe constitution of 
two trends — a shift from loan- 
based aid to grant aid, and a shift 
from project aid to quick-disburs- 
ing aid,” he added. 

The bank said in a statement 
that donors were unanimous in 
their praise for toe satisfactory 
progress Tanzania has made in 
implementing its economic recov- 



economy. He said it was toe first 
priority under toe recovery prog- 
ramme. 

A World Bank paper said 
output had risen over toe 
last three years and the country 
was now self-suffident in grains. 
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maybe you shouldn't 

TRY TO EAT PEANUT BUTTER 
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AT THE 5AME TIME.. 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 



Dollar firms in Europe 

LONDON (R) — The dollar firmed in value 
Wednesday, holding well above 150 Japanese yen, as 
the Japanese share and bond markets plunged 
again, dealers said. 


With many economists con- 
vinced a major flow of funds out 
of Japan is in progress, the dollar 
gained nearly a yen to touch highs 
of 150.57 yen and 1.8460 West 
German marks in Europe. 

“What we have now is not so 
much a .dollar rise as a yen 
weakening,” said one London 
dealer. 

The Tokyo stock market 
slumped, with the Nikkei index of 
225 shares dropping 343.67 points 
to dose at 23,472-42. Over toe 
past four trading sessions, the 
index fallen 820.37 points. 

Investors fear the Japanese 
economy will be squeezed by firm 
oil prices, with no signs of further 
interest rate cuts in prospect, and 
many believe Japanese shares are 
severely over-valued. 

U.S. government bonds, toe 
favoured choice of Japanese in- 
vestors moving ont of their 
domestic markets, remained firm 
in over-the-counter European 
trading Wednesday. 

The price of gold eased to trade 
just above $442 an ounce. It was 
fixed Tuesday afternoon at 
$444 JO. 

On Wall Street, shares soared 
to near record levels Tuesday, 
with the Dow Jones industrial 
index up 20 to dose at 2,449.78. 

Investors’ relief that Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Oliver North did 
not implicate President Reagan in 
the Iran-contra scandal buoyed 
U.S. markets. 

And in currency markets, deal- 
ers seem less worried about cen- 


tral bank intervention, since 
Japanese Finance Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa said Tuesday, when 
toe dollar was about 149 yen, that 
Japan had no current plans to 
intervene. 

Dealers say central bank 
purchases or sales of toe dollar, 
to keep major currencies within 
broadly agreed targets, are a key* 
part of February's Louvre accord 
to stabilise currency markets. 

In that agreement, six major non- 
communist industrial nations 
agreed that Japan and West Ger- 
many should stimulate their eco- 
nomies to boost consumption of 
foreign — especially U.S. goods, 
as a way of cutting a huge Amer- 
ican trade defiat. 

The United States, meanwhile, 
agreed to stop letting the dollar 
slide and to cut its budget deficit. 

Many investors fear that unless 
toe U.S. trade deficit does come 
(town, the dollar will have to 
slide, despite central bank in- 
tervention. 

That would price European 
and Japanese firms out of key 
export markets, and should even- 
tually cut toe trade deficit. 

Wednesday's dollar strength 
did buoy some European shares, 
as toe Paris and Amsterdam mar- 
kets firmed, while Frankfurt and 
Zurich shares were steady. 

In London, the benchmark 
Financial Times Stock Exchange 
index of 100 leading shares rose 
10.5 points to a morning high of 
2,375.9. It was at a record close 
Tuesday night of 2,565.4. 


Japanese business leader 
sees economic confusion 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's economy 
faces confusion as it weans itself 
from dependence on exports by 
boosting domestic activity, lead- 
ing businessman, Mr. Eishiro 
Saito, has said. 

Mr. Saito, chairman of Japan's 
Federation of Economic Orga- 
nisations (Keidanren), told Reu- 
ters in an interview Tuesday that 
public debate was sure to rage 
over toe source of government 
funds spent to promote economic 
restructuring. 

“There can be no restructuring 
without confusion,'' said Mr. 
Saito, who is chairman of Japan's 
biggest steel company, Nippon 
Steel. 

Prime Minister Yasuhiro Naka- 
sone on Monday presented to an 
emergency session of parliament 
a 2,070 billion yen ($13.9 billion) 
supplementary budget aimed at 
meeting Western calls for more 
domestic, spending. 

Sales of government shares in 
Japan's biggest telecommunica- 
tions company, Nippon Tele- 
graph and Telephone (NTT), will 
provide much of toe money for 
public works and other domestic 
spending contained in the sup- 
plementary budget. 

Mr. Saito said: “It is not 
enough to do this is one year 
only. It has to have continuity, 
this year and toe next. This year, 
we nave a bit of pocket money 
from NTT share sales, but the 


question of where toe funds will 
come from in the future will be 
the subject of fierce debate." 

The federation Mr. Saito beads 
includes all Japan’s top companies 
and trade associations and has great 
influence on government policy. 

It strongly supported Mr. 
Nakasone's proposal earlier this 
year for a sales tax to raise money 
for the government to spend on 
restructuring toe economy. Wide- 
spread protests forced toe gov- 
ernment to drop toe tax plan. 

On Tuesday, the labour minis- 
try said that about 11 per cent of 
workers in toe manufacturing sec- 
tor, or 2.2 million people, would 
have to shift into service indus- 
tries by 1993. 

“The continuing structural 
adjustment in Japan’s economy 
will have serious effects on 
domestic employment,” a minis- 
try spokesman told reporters. 

Government economists say 
the economy is pulling out of toe 
decline it suffered due to the 
steep rise in toe yen. but Mr. 
Saito said he expected toe eco- 
nomy to grow only three per cent 
this year compared to govern- 
ment estimates of 3.5 per cent. 

“All one can say is that a few 
bright spots have emerged,” Mr. 
Saito said. “But there are many 
fundamental issues which remain 
unresolved, so one cannot easily 
say toe economy is truly re- 
covering.” 



“It’s for my husband. I need a set 
of barbells that look like a 
knife and fork.” 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Answer for a conscientious deter this should be 
sufficient— A WORD TO THE "WIDES " 


? 


















JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY JULY 9-Hh 1987 


Seoul frees 357 dissidents 
on eve of funeral protest 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea Wednesday freed 357 
jailed dissidents under a democracy package 
announced on July 1 by President Chun Doo Hwan 
to end nationwide political protests, the Justice 
Ministry said. 


They included veteran human 
rights campaigner Moon Ik- 
Hwan and woman student Kwon 
In-Suk, who claimed police sex- 
ually tortured her after her arrest 
last year. 

Also freed were 12 students 
jailed for the take-over of U.S. 
Cultural Centres in Seoul and 
Pusan. 

The Seoul government, striving 
to project a more liberal image, 
was pressing forward with its re- 
form offensive on the eve of the 
funeral of a student fatally in- 
jured during anti-government 
protests. 

On Monday, another 177 poli- 
tical detainees were freed under 
the Chun package announced after 
nearly three weeks of fierce street 
protests across the country. 

A Justice Ministry spokesman 
said former presidential candi- 
date Kim Dae- Jung and about 
2.100 dissidents convicted of poli- 
tical offences would be formally 
pardoned and have their civil 
rights restored early Thursday. 

His statement coincided with 


an announcement by dissidents 
that they would hold protest ral- 
lies Thursday in Seoul and 10 
other cities after funeral cere- 
monies for Lee Han-Yol, a 20- 
year-old student they call “a mar- 
tyr for democracy.” 

Lee died on Sunday after lying 
brain-dead in hospital since June 
9 when he was hit by fragments of 
a police teargas shell during a 
demonstration. 

The National Coalition for a 
Democratic Constitution, which 
organised three major street ral- 
lies last month, has refrained 
from mobilising street protests 
since July 1 when President Chun 
Doo Hwan bowed to its demands 
for free elections, guarantees of 
human rights and press freedom. 

The coalition is an opposition 
umbrella body linking the main 
opposition Reunification Demo- 
cratic Party ( RDP) with Christian 
and Buddhist groups and human 
rights activists. 

“We planned yesterday to con- 
centrate on the funeral and call a 
day of protest later but public 
demands were so strong that we 


are making tomorrow the day,*' a 
coalition spokesman said. 

The coalition's announcement 
raised fears of a fresh wave of 
street violence but Seoul Police 
Chief Cho Jong-Sok Wednesday 
banned any street marches by 
protesters or students mourning 
Lee's death. 

Organisers of the funeral rites 
said they planned to carry Lee’s 
coffin from Yonsei University to 
the city centre. ’ 

“If police try to stop us and fire 
tear gas, they will be digging their 
own graves,” a student leader 
told Reuters. 

Meanwhile a police official said 
Wednesday a South Korean 
police officer beat one of his men 
to death for disobeying an order. 

The news came as controversy 
grew over the role the authorities 
were asking the largely conscript 
force to play in quelling anti- 
government protests. 

The official said Cho Yang- 
Gun, 22, lost consciousness on 
Monday after being punched 
heavily several times m the chest 
by officer Choi Dae-Hwan and 
was pronounced dead at Seoul's 
National Police Hospital. 

Some 40 other policemen witnes- 
sed the incident, which occurred 
in a police bus. The official said 
Choi had accused the youth of 
lacking discipline. 


Rescuers search for 23 bodies 
after West German lorry disaster 


HERBORN, West Germany (R) 
— Rescuers sifted through 
mounds of rubble Wednesday 
searching for more than 20 peo- 
ple feared killed after a fully- 
laden petrol tanker smashed into 
a restaurant Tuesday night trig- 
gering a series of explosions. 

Fire birgade chief Ernst Achil- 
les told reporters the expected 
death toll was lower than had 
originally been thought. One 
body had so far been recovered 
ana 23 people were still un- 
accounted for. 

Twentv-nioe people were 
taken to hospital in nearby towns 
after the lorry, laden with 36,000 
litres of petrol, skidded out of 
control, sending fuel spewing 


from its tank into gas pipes and 
underground sewers. 

Eyewitness Mathias Greb, 28, 
described the accident: 

“The tanker was coming down 
the street,” he said. “On the 
comer, where there's a fitness 
centre, he didn't manage to make 
a left hand turn. It fell over onto 
its right hand side. Petrol poured 
out and people came rushing out 
to see what had happened. 

“Some were running away, 
others were rushing back into the 
restaurant. Then came the explos 
sion. Those who had gone back 
into the cafe were immediately 
trapped in the flames.” 

Another told of a woman run- 
ning screaming barefoot across 


mounds of broken glass. 

Four of the injured were in a 
critical condition and were flown 
to a special bums clinic in Col- 
ogne. Five firemen were also 
treated for minor injuries. 

Herbora, an old town with a 
population of 20,000 some SO 
kilometres north of Frankfurt, 
was turned into an inferno. Two 
buildings were razed, another 
nine were badly damaged. 

Police declared an emergency, 
sealing off the immediate area 
with metal barricades and de- 
ploying paramilitary border 
forces to guard it. Only rescue 
workers, volunteers and journal- 
ists were allowed inside. 


Travellers 
claim 60 
troops died 
in Tamil 
rebel attack 

COLOMBO. Sri Lanka (AP) - 
Travellers returning from the 
area where guerrillas raided a 
military camp said the death toll 
could be as high as 60. although 
the government maintained only 
20 soldiers were killed. 

According to the Lib eratio n 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), 
the guerrilla group which claimed 
responsibility for the attack, 
more than 100 soldiers were slain 
when its fighters blew up the 
army camp located in a school 
building in the northern Jaffna 
peninsula. 

The attack Monday in the 
strategic Vadamarachchi area 
was the worst fighting since a 
May army offensive in which the 
military wrested control of the 
region from the rebels. 

Travellers from Vadamaracb- 
chi. who asked that tbeir names 
not be used for safety reasons, 
said Tuesday the military death 
toll could even exceed 60. They 
said 40 missing soldiers were pre- 
sumed to have died in the raid. 

“The bulk of the soldiers who 
died were those who were buried 
alive when a single building of the 
school collapsed after being hit by 
mortars, rocket-propelled gre- 
nades and heavy machine gun- 
fire,” said a military official, who 
cannot be identified under brief- 
ing rules. But be maintained that 
only 20 soldiers died in the 
| attack. 

“There is jubilation in Jaffna 
town over how the boys (rebels) 
hit the Neliaddy School. It is 
apparent the raid has succeeded 
| beyond expectations,” one 
traveller said. 

Meanwhile Sri Lanka's chief 
security official said Tuesday he 
expects the Tamil rebel-domin- 
ated Jaffna peninsula to be in 
government hands soon. 

Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali, the 
national security minister, made 
the comment iii a parliamentary 
debate in which opposition mem- 
bers called for withdrawal of the 
army from Jaffna if it could not 
capture the northern pe ninsula. 
The debate came a day after 
Tamil separatist rebels destroyed 
an amy camp on the peninsula. 


Moscow to free Rust 


3 Sikhs killed in backlash from Indian bus massacres 


CHANDIGARH (AP) — Army 
troops went on alert Wednesday 
as anti-Sikh violence erupted in 
Haryana state following the mas- 
sacre of 72 bus passengers in 
organised attacks by Sikh terror- 
ists. 

A 55-year-old Sikh man was 
stoned :d death Wednesday in the 
industrial town of Yamunanagar 
in Haryana, state police chief 
Hans Raj Swan told a news con- 
ference. 

in Fatehbad town, a Sikh fear- 
ing attack fired at an approaching 
mob. He was overpowered ana 
burned to death. Mr. Swan said. 
At least 2 4 Sikhs also were 
wounded in attacks in different 
parts of Haryana, he said. 

An unconfirmed report from 
Hisi.tr town said that a Sikh was 
killed bv a mob. 


Six cases of arson and looting 
against Sikh-owned shops were 
reported in Hissar and Sirsa 
towns. Mobs made attempts to 
stop trains and lynch Sikh passen- 
gers in two towns, but railway 
police escorted the Sikhs to safe- 
ty, the police chief said. 

The revenge killings occurred 
near the massacre site of 32 bus 
passengers, most of them Hindus, 
Tuesday night in Haryana. Offi- 
cials had previously said 34 peo- 
ple were killed in the Haryana 
massacre. 

Meanwhile, the death toll rose 
to 40 in the Monday night bus 
massacre in Punjab by Sikh ter- 
rorists. officials said. It was the 
worst single attack since the Sikh 
campaign for autonomy or in- 
dependence started in 1982. 

The organised attacks on buses 


by Sikh extremists have aroused 
widespread anger in the Haryana, 
a majority Hindu community that 
borders Sikh-dominated Punjab. 

Thousands of array soldiers 
were on alert in Haryana. More 
than 64,000 police and paramilit- 
ary troops also were on duty in 
the state and neighbouring Pun- 
jab, officials said. 

In Punjab, a general strike 
protesting the killings paralysed 
most activity Wednesday, the 
United News of India (UNI) re- 
ported. 

Soldiers staged marches in six 
Haryana towns to prevent vio- 
lence against Sikhs. 

In the capital. New Delhi, 
crack Gurkha troops stood by in 
police compounds in trucks 
mounted with machine-guns. 

Police said the army would 


help only in an emergency. 

They said a Sikh man was 
stabbed Tuesday morning in east 
Delhi, scene of revenge killings 
after Prime Minister Indira Gan- 
dhi was assassinated by Sikh 
bodyguards in 1984. They cor- 
doned off the area and increased 
patrols. 

Shops, markets and schools 
also closed in the states of 
Haryana and Himachal Pradesh 
to protest at the bus ambushes, 
the woret massacres since separ- 
atists launched a campaign for a 
Sikh homeland five years ago. 

About 550 people have been 
killed so far this year compared 
with 640 throughout 1986. 

The opposition Eharatiya Jana- 
ta Party called another protest 
strike in Delhi for Thursday. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

•rt r »it jiw Vi> S'* ier.<c«s. Inc 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.\ — Nv.ltv-T vulnerable, as Souih 
;.nn bold 

if-.U 107.X 60 AK102 *87 

Th" bi>ldif.^ h,t> proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 * Pa-.* 2 7 Pass 

ili- ynu bid now? 

\ — T!ii- i? tint even ;i choice To 
:•!-! 1 1- r>n- diamond* would be a high 
-hfumj: a hand worth 
,th..rir I f.-j-iiis points, and since 
>«'isr hand r* unbalanced with one 
-nil imsu-i'p'd. itvn no trump is 
• -or <*f tin quotion Th.it leaves 
• ■tilt. ih>- obvious n*hid of two 
i-.iii— . 

Q.2 — A* South, vulnerable, you 
j K. TAJ987 ;-6S +852 

Tin' I'.ddim; h.ts priii-vcded. 
j North East South West 

! i 1 * 

j What do w,ii hui now" 

A. — Aiiain. this question is best an- 
swered hi ouiMdering what you 
cannot do A bid of two hearts 
would be a nrw-mund force and. 
with no support for partner's suit, 
that ;.s an .union you can ill afford. 
So bid one no trump- You probably 
have i he opponent's suit doubly 
‘stopped ami are just about maxi- 
mum fur Mich nrl inn 

Q.3 — Futh vulnerable, as South 
> i'U imld 

*105.72 ; AK9.1 >A75 *A8 

Tiie hidifms lias proceeded: 

South West North East 

l • Pass 2 v Pass 

’■VIi.il action do you take" 

A. — There is a iraditmnal way of 
infornuiu: the world that you have 
arrived at your destination: Pass. 
Partner has denied holding a four- 
card major and is unlikely to have 
fl'itficirnt .strength to make three 
no mtnt|i a viable contract. 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

+A98 10643 v6 +Q984 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 v Pass I C Pass 

2 NT Pass 7 

What action do you take? 

A. — Your side has the values for 
game, it is simply a question of the 
best spGL Fanner could easily 
have three-card support for 
hearts, which would probably 

make four hearts a sounder con- 
tract. But to essay three hearts 
would promise at least a six-card 
suit. The way to gel a preference is 
in bid three clubs now. 

Q.S — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold. 

*K63 7QJ872 *109872 

The bidding has proceeded 
North East South West 

1 V Pass I 7 Pass 

2 Pass ? 

What action do you inke" 

A. — There mtght possibly be a bet- 
ter contract, but there is no way 
you can find out safely. Partner 
must have a six-card suit for his 
rebid in this situation, so get out 
while you can. Pass. 

Q-6 — Neither vulnerable, us South 
you hold: 

*7 vK952 - AJ853 *652 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 7 Pass 7 

What action do you take? 

A.— it is a close decision between a 
raise to three hearts and a jump to 
game. Were we vulnerable, or had 
our black-suit holdings been re- 
versed. we would have taken a 
shot at Tour hearts. At this vulner- 
ability, however, where no rubber 
bonus is at stake, we prefer the 
more conservative three hearts. 


New poll shows Hawke’s 
party leading with 4 points 


SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke's Au- 
stralian Labour Party holds a 4 
per cent lead over the opposition 
Liberal-National Party coalition 
in the national election to be held 
Saturday, according to a new 
poll, 

Mr. Hawke, in his bid to be- 
come the first Labour leader 
elected to three successive terms, 
is defending his economic record 
at a time of reduced living stan- 
dards in Australia. 

John Howard, chief of the 
Liberal Party and head of the 
opposition coalition, is promising 
huge tax cuts. 

Results from the weekly Mor- 
gan Gallup Poll, published in 
Wednesday’s Bulletin magazine. 


said Labour 5 lead had narrowed 
from the 5 per cent recorded the 
week before. 

The poll of 1,200 voters, taken 
over the weekend, gave Labour a 
rating of 48 per cent compared to 
44 per cent for the coalition of the 
two main opposition parties. 

In the previous poll. Labour 
drew 48.5 per cent and the coali- 
tion 43.5 per cent. 

Rated individually, the opposi- 
tion Liberals stayed at 33.5 per 
cent both weeks, while the 
opposition Nationals edged up to 
10.5 per cent. 

Morgan Gallup, which surveys 
the same group of voters each 
week, has consistently shown 
Labour in the lead by a margin of 
2 to 6 per cent in past weeks. 


Panama bans public protests 


PANAMA CITY (R) — Panama 
has banned public protests inde- 
finitely after a week of growing 
anti-government street demon- 
strations and an attack by gun- 
men on an independent radio 
station. 

A presidential decree read over 
government television late Tues- 
day night said public protests 
were banned to avert “serious 
disturbances of public order.” 

Supporters of the military- 
dominated government took to 
the streets Tuesday night to coun- 
ter the protest demonstrations, 
firing shots at an independent 
radio station in the city centre 
and shattering car windows. 

The latest unrest in the 
Panamanian capital prompted the 
U.S. Southern Command to warn 
the 10,000 American troops sta- 


tioned here against leaving their 
bases along the banks of the 
Panama Canal. 

Warnings on the Southern 
Command's television station 
said demonstrations made visits 
to the capita] “inadvisable.” 

Witnesses identified the leader 
of the attack on Radio Mondial, 
which the Interior Ministry shut 
down during unrest last week, as 
Luis Gaspar Suarez, president of 
a small political party known as 
the Partido Panamenista. 

Mr. Suarez, a longtime associ- 
ate of Panama's military chief and 
de facto ruler Gen. Manuel Anto- 
nio Noriega owns a radio station 
that was shut down on Monday 
On charges of inciting government 
supporters to violence. He heads 
a paramilitary group known as 
“the black berets.” 


MOSCOW (R) — Teenage West 
German pilot Mathias Rust, who 
flew through Soviet air defences 
and landed a light plane near Red 
Square on May 28, will be freed 
from a Moscow jail soon, a senior 
Soviet official said Wednesday. 

“Rust will be freed soon.” 
Valentin P alin , head of the semi- 
official news agency Novosti, told 
West German reporters in Mos- 
cow for the visit of their country’s 
President Richard Von Weiz- 
saecker. 

“The case is coming to an end 
now. You should wait some hours 
or some days and then a solution 
mil be readied,” said Mr. Faiin, 
a former ambassador to Bonn. 

Rust is being held in Moscow’s 
Lefortovo military prison and 
faces a maximum 10-year jail 
term if charged and convicted for 
violating Soviet air space. 

Faiin declined to answer furth- 
er questions. He did not say when 
a solution to the case would be 
reached or when Rust, a 19-year- 
old from Hamburg, would be 
released. 

He did not indicate whether 
Rust would be freed before Mr. 
Von Weizsaecker ends his visit to 
Moscow on Saturday. 

Mr. Faiin also did not say 
whether Mr. Von Weizsaecker, 
the first West German bead of 
state to make an official visit to 
the Soviet Union for 12 years, 
had agreed terms for Rust's re- 
lease during talks Tuesday with 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

Mr. Gocbachev invited Bonn 
to put its relations with Moscow 
on a new footing daring the talks, 
ending a nine-month chill in ties 
between West Germany and the 


Soviet Union. 

Meanwhile, Western experts 
have discovered how Soviet air 
defenders failed to intercept Rust 
as he flew over heavily-guarded 
western Russia to Moscow's Red 
Square, the newspaper Die Welt 
sard Tuesday. 

Die Welt, which gave no 
source for its information, said 
Soviet defences monitored the 
flight for 22 minutes after Rust 
entered Soviet air space and 
Leningrad area authorities 
ordered a MiG-23 aircraft up to 
intercept him. 

It said the fighter eventually 
found the Cessna and radioed 
back that the plane was probably 
of Finnish origin. The MiG then 
returned to base and two other 
fighters of the same type were 
ordered up to “secure the air 
space.” 

But Die Welt said they did not 
find the violator and, since no 
Soviet early warning radar plane 
was operating in the area at the 
time, it disappeared from ground 
radar screens. 

Rust flew on to Moscow un- 
molested because Leningrad area 
command had no fighter aircraft 
capable of finding and dealing 
with him at very low altitude ana 
failed to send up combat helicop- 
ters suitable for the job, the 
newspaper said. 

Moreover, it failed to inform 
Moscow's heavy defences of the 
incident. Die Welt added. 

It said the circumstances of the 
air defence breakdown were ex- 
plained to the ruling Soviet polit- 
buro on May 30, leading to the 
sacking of Defence Minister 
Sergei Sokolov and the air de- 
fence commander. Marshal Alex- 
ander Kopldunov. 



400 people still missing in 
Zambia river boat accident 


LUSAKA (R) — Some 400 pas- 
sengers were still unaccounted for 
an feared drowned as rescuers 
pulled more bodies from the 
wreck of a Zairean river boat 
which sank on the Zambia-Zaire 
border on Sunday, officials said 
Wednesday. 

The officials were still unable 
to give an accurate estimate of 
the total number of dead as 
efforts continued to raise the boat 
Maria from the bed of the Lnapu- 
la River where it went down after 
hitting a sandbank. 

Zambia national radio re- 
ported that many bodies were 
believed trapped in submerged 
lower deck of the boat where 
passengers were sleeping when 
the accident occurred in dark- 
ness. 


There were only 80 survivors in 
Zambia's worst river disaster. It 
occurred near Katabulwe Har- 
bour on a river foil of crocodiles 
which forms the frontier between 
Zaire and Zambia, some 640 
kilometres north of the Zambian 
capital, Lusaka. 


The Zambian News Agency 
ZANA reported that only 40 
bodies had been recovered so far. 


Three were Zambians and the 
rest Zaireans. Officials believe 
most of the victims in the disaster 
were Zaireans. 

The daily Tunes of Zambia, 
which is owned by the ruling 
United National Independence 
Party (UNIP), said 175 bodies 
bad been recovered by Tuesday 
afternoon. 


U.S. ambassador to wed princess 

PORT LOUIS, Mauritius (AP) — The U.S- ambassador to 
Mauritius. Ronald De Wayne Palmer, will convert to the Islamic 
faith and marry a princess of the Malaysian royal famrfy later this 
month, sources in Washington and Mauritius said. The wedding 
between Palmer and Princess Intan will take place m tbe town of 
Vacoas- Phoenix on Julv 25, the sources said. Princess Intan s 
brother is the sultan of" the Malaysian state of Pahang and her 
family is cktfely linked to the government. 

Texas executes convicted killer 

HUNTSVILLE, Texas (AP) — A man convicted of killing a 
70-year-old woman during a robbery was executed by a poisonous 
injection Wednesday in Texas, while another condemned prison- 
er was put to death in Nfrssissippi s gss chamber. The executions . 
were the 82nd and 83rd in the nation since the U.S. Supreme 
Court refused to set aside the death sentences of both men and 
governors of both southern U.S. states refused to gram last- 
minute reprieves. The executions occurred a little more than a 
day after the state of Virginia electrocuted a man who murdered a 
neighbour. John Thompson, a 32-vear-cld former labourer, was 
pronounced dead at 12:20 p.m. (0420 GMT), minutes after a 
deadly solution was injected into a vein at the t exas Department 
of Corrections. State Attorney General Jim Mattox said. 

Row triggered over Lennon portrait 

LIVERPOOL. England (R) — A portrait showing murdered pop 
star John Lennon wearing a crown of thorns has triggered a row in 
the former Beatle's home town. The painting, by West German 
artist J.L. Stengel, has gone on show 2fl years after himself 
Lennon caused a storm by suggesting the Beatles, then the 
country's most successful group, were more popular than Christ. 
Lennon was shot outside his New York apartment in December 
1980. A leading Liverpool churchman demanded that the , 
painting, which portrays Lennons as a martyr and likens his death 
to the crucifixion, be taken out of the exhibition currently housing i 
it. The exhibition is due to go to Texas iater this month bnt the 
assistant Anglican Bishop of Liverpool, Michael HenshaU, said: 
“The Beatles did a great deal for this city and the world and . 
should be shown in that way. But there is no way you can i 
represent one of them as the son of God.” 

Author sues for libeS over sex charge 

LONDON (R) — Jeffrey Archer, best-selling author and former 
deputy chairman of Britain's ruling Conservatives, had his 
reputation damaged by a newspaper article implying a liaison with 
a prostitute specialising in kinky sex. the high court has heard. A 
jurv hearing the libel case was told that Archer’s political future 
was in its hands. He resigned his party post last year after 
allegations in the tabloid Daily Star that he paid off the prostitute 
to avoid a scandal. The court heard that Archer paid £2,000 
($3,200) to 35-year-old prostitute Monica Coghlan — who he said 
he had never met — to allow her to leave London while he sought 
to discover who was behind the idle cations. .Archer and his wife 
Maiy sat together as the jury listened to tape recordings of 
telephone conversations between himself and Coghlan in which 
he consistently denied knowing her and recommended she go to 
the police. Archer's lawyer Robert Alexander told the court his 
client had hoped his position as deputy chairman of the 
Conservatives would lead to further exciting opportunities in 
politics. The lawyer said the Star’s story last November has 
headlined “vice-girl Monica talks of Archer — the man she knew” 


clearly implied Archer 
paid for her services. 


Coghlan and 
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HA-HA 

By Mirk Crowd! and Carmen C. Brewer 


1 Command lor 

37 Beach 

54 Teutonic: abbr. 

98 — majesty 

Rdo 

objective 

65 Negative 

99 Shrewd 

6 Eastern 

40 Gr. esrth 

95 Comic Ho 

101 Troublemaker 

Europeans 

goddess 

72 Ain abbr. 

104 Pinball penalty 

11 People opposed 

44 Hockey player 

75 Snoop 

106 Mlehtevous 

16 Cttaim 

Bobby 

76 Large Jug 

person 

18 Uva with 

45 Sketched 

77 Makes Into tew 

108 Elbe tributary 

another 

47 Ona of a comic 

81 Rehabilitative 

109 Ona of a comic 

20 Kicked 

duo 

treatment 

duo 

22 Much smaller 

50 Covered w+lh 

84 Skimpy 

115 One of a comic 

23 Psrl ol NJL 

lather 

swimsuit 

duo 

24 Carp 

53 Fastener 

88 Large portion 

120 Circle of color 

25 One ol a 

56 Scarlet 

57 Showy 

111 School 

comic duo 

SB Mounds 

88 Witty person 

123 tfekxfioualy 

27 One ol a 

57 Catches sight of 

5S Matrix 

124 Squandered 

comic duo 

59 Spiritual 

91 Pat away 

12S Umpire's cousin 

29 Spreads press 

knowledge 

92 One of a comic 

125 Raised lares 

30 Skk 

61 Bring bock to 

duo 

127 Eye endlessly 

32 Nobleman 

use 

95 Coasted 

128 Attire 

33 Short preceding 

82 Discover 

97 Country 

129 Signs of 

old-time movie 

63 Relate 

monogram 

removal 

DOWN 

l - Waller 

29 Consumers 

81 Vintage car 

94 Resident suit. 

2 Give oil 

28 - ho 

54 CMmp kinsman 

96 A win! 

3 Type of IJsh 

4 Eastwood and 

31 Haul 

67 Attempt 
66 Move In water 

100 Church 

33 Pried 

officials 

Walter 

34 Jagged 

69 Gr. Isle 

102 Overflowed 

5 Ward — 

35 Enveloped 

70 Adam's 

as eyes 

G Empty bullets 

35 Protracted 

grandson 

103 Reach a 

7 Roman tutelary 

38 SL Philip — 

71 Seasoning 

destination 

pod 

39 Digits 

72 Raef 

104 US president 
106 — Franco 

8 Hob. month 

40 Strong wind 

73 Pang 

S “Venl. ,WI. — ~ 

41 Fire crime 

74 Restauranl 

107 Wile bi law 

10 Flag 

42 January: Sp. 

linings 

109 Mandible 

11 Taken — 

43 Valuable 

78 PuH 

110 Paleozoic and 

(startled) 

quality 

79 Trunk 

IMumoIc 

12 - Dame 

45 HaUrol-lamer 

80 Native weapon 

111 Repose 

13 Dorottiy's dog 

Lloyd 

82 Ethnic gmip 

112 Catholic tribunal 

14 “How sweet 

45 Rose 

S3 From — Z 

113 Cake decorator 

—1” 

49 — rebel 

54 European 

114 Secure 

15 Balkan 

51 Magpie 

85 Eskimo 

115 Yes 

17 Bartered 

52 Expression ol 

dwelling: var. 

117 Work 

IB Aula 

strong disgust 

85 Pioneer 

118 Words ol 

IB Buddhtsl sacred 

54 Vaulting need 

direction 

comprehension 

mountain 

55 Siberian plains 

SO Eat! 

119 Bends the head 

21 Tunisian ruler 

SO Smooth 

93 Story 

122 — Moines 


Diagramless 


ACROSS 
1 Wallach or 
Whitney 
4 High quality 
coffee 
7 European 

11 Scolt 

12 — in ana's 
bon net 

13 Magnificent 

15 Shun 

16 Extorted 
money from 


□OWN 
1 Gar. riser 
T Lengthy 
3 Bakery workers 
5 Races of a 
sort 

B Palmer to 
Irtonds 

7 Taste 

8 WWll era it 

9 Means oi 
restraint 

10 Sleeping places 


19 l 19. by Reger Cohere 


20 Rouse 

21 Bank deals 

22 Takes a bus 

24 Une at junction 

28 Sp. painter 
2 7 Happening 

29 Units at power 

30 Tightens 

32 Three at ■ kind 

33 Pass through 
slowly 

34 Sacred: prof. 


M $«t a limit 
15 Malt beverages 
18 Author Hana 

17 Animated 

18 Utopias 

19 Thick 

23 Precipitous 

25 Am ■— 

26 Atmospheric 
(flsturbanea 

29 Grandstand 
section 


36 Ask lor money 

41 Slobber 

42 Party snack 
AS Opponent 

48 Predicament 

49 Escalated 
tO Austerity 
51 — out 

(abandon) 

53 Meadows 
$6 Actress Buretyn 
57 Oak seed 


31 Potato 
39 Exclamation ol 
apology 

37 Path 

38 Shipping 
weights 

39 Inn 

40 Mother-of-pearl 
43 Sing in a way 
<4 Bald flyer 

47 Browning or 
Gray 


S3 State 
positively 

61 PemafSs 

62 Denuded 

83 Fortune-telling 
card 
SS Level 

96 Stravinsky and 
Sikorsky 

68 Antitoxins 

69 Abatement 

70 Largs wav# 


48 sea eagles 
48 Peel 

51 Certain insect 

52 Stadium 

54 Help 

55 Tertflod cloth 

57 Lincoln and 
Vlgoda 

58 Grotto 

60 Time feeders 
64 Factual 
67 Health resort 
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Essl Week's Cryptograms 

*■ ra " ofr M «1oi*if« medley of exotic jay 

V q J?"* a bil mnxf people. 

V nZtt f?* ? n *** ’ hch wa,rrs “Moi" come* back a?abam sandwich 

frfn?ov^S5’ a * ,,iWh “ I * ed over ™>lomer‘s charge the, bewui 
4. Jolly plumber buys bandy old plp^- for hr* job on banana farm. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. RALDGFP. CEJA 1-UP. HFHGBMJCP 
CIPHERING DU IP LAHZ IP L' f. I Z N X KQFY 
OALL8GP 03QK UX l : EB V. - B} C*me Roreafrid 
WB EON ERA MVCCNMEUZ OXT EL IRS 
ERA LG EON HUCSS ON MUCCNMEM, EON 
ERA.RSNZ MULCT OVIK BUZ R CWEECN 
ULMO-GNNTNT ERA Z N B U Z H. -B> Uc Sbcn, 

3. P HPACEXPCEBL AFGMETGBC MPF.T, "O C 
JPXC BNCJEIL CN KCPF v ZC K G P F' - 

O J F. H J EM VP, G B N Z l j! -B, Gm. Mi*. 

4. MKD JG.C MGOOD-awfmoGE ZN*g a B y G 

ZOWV ICG UONJMGOOD Z l! G F E L. 

— By Barbara f. Bees 
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